CREE VERB PARADIGMS

Note: These paradigms are made to accompany the three volumes of
Spoken Cree. They consist of a revised and updated (2015) version of :

Ellis, C. D. (1971) Cree Verb Paradigms. International Journal of

American Linguistics. Vol. 37, No. 2 (Apr., 1971),
pp. 76-95.
http://www.jstor.org/stable /1264642

The notation is the one used in the three volumes of Spoken Cree
and thus slightly differs from the 1971 version.

The tables use the following notation!:

underlined 'w' in Table 1 and 24 is used to represent an
alternation between /w/ and zero, conditioned by factors not
yet fully understood.

w indicates dropping of final, postconsonantal /w/ in Moose
and West Coast of James Bay Cree. It is still heard in
postconsonantal final position in certain dialects of East (i.e
Quebec) Cree.

L indicates lengthening of a preceding vowel which is not
already long. In all cases presented here, the suffix consists of
-o"... Ifa stem ends in a vowel, the initial /o/ of the suffix drops,
and the short vowel of the stem lengthens: api-olpan — apipan
he sat. If a stem ends in /n/, the o is lengthened: pahkiSin-
+...0"pan — pahkiginépan he fell.

Lindicates a morpheme-initial /i/ that does not cause mutation
of a preceding /t/2. (Mutation means that /t/ becomes c /t[/ or $
/[/- This /i/, from Proto Algonquian *€, is normally spelled i. (It
was written e in the 1971 paper).

~ indicates that no connective /i/ will be used between two
consonnants and that instead a /t/ will be replaced by /s/, it-
pahtaw — ispahtaw he so runs, and an /n/ by /h/, milwasin~k
— milwasihk that it be good.

Abbreviations for person, gender and number combinations:

0 inanimate singular proximate,

0' inanimate singular obviative,

Op inanimate plural proximate

0' inanimate plural obviative

1 animate local first person singular,
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1p animate local first person plural (excluding addressee)

21 animate local first person plural (including addressee)
2 animate local second person singular,

2p animate local second person plural

3 animate singular proximate,

3' animate nearer obviative, number indifferent

3p animate plural proximate

indf animate indefinite

General Organisational Scheme of the Cree Verb

The following diagram (adapted from Ellis, 1971) presents the general
organisational scheme of the Cree verb. Certain restrictions, for
example, that VII verbs have no imperative forms, are not shown.

TYPE Intransitive: Animate Intransitive (VAI)
Inanimate Intransitive (VII)
Transitive: Transitive Animate (VTA)

Transitive Inanimate (VTI)
ORDER MODE TENSE SUBMODE INFLECTION

(VAL VTI
only)

Independent Indicative Neutral Relational
Preterit >< Nonrelational

Dubitative Neutral Relational
Preterit >< Nonrelational

Conjunct Indicative NeutralX Simple X Relational

Preterit Changed Nonrelational
Subjunctive  Neutral i (Szléggfgeed X Ezlj;ae?gteillmal
P petert > Changed < Nonretationsl
Imperative Immediate (Present) X Relational
Delayed (Future) Nonrelational
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Initial Change rules: (C=consonant)

UNCHANGED FORM CHANGED FORM

Ci- Cé-

Ca- Ce-

Co- Cweé-

Ci- Ca-

Ce- Ciyé-

Ca- Ciya-, Ceya-
Co- Cwa-

For information about specific stem rule combinations, please refer to
the (1971) article.

TABLE 1. Al INDEPENDENT

INDICATIVE DUBITATIVE
NEUTRAL PRETERIT NEUTRAL PRETERIT
1,2 -n -htay -natokwé -nakopan

indf  -(nd)niwanw -(na)niwandpan -(na)niwandtokwé -(na)niwanokopan

1p -nan -htan o A o

) ) -nanatokwé -nanakopan
21 -nanaw -htanaw
2p -nawaw -htawaw -nawatokwé -nawakopan
3 -w -o"pan -oltokwé -okopan
3p -wak -o'panik3 -oltokwénak -owakopan
3’ -Uiwah! -Uipanih* -Uitokwé -Uikopan
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TABLE 2. Al CONJUNCT

For the subjunctive add -& and for the iterative add -i5 to the forms in
the leftmost column. For 3p and 3' add -é or -i after the alternatives in
square brackets.

INDICATIVE DUBITATIVE
NEUTRAL PRETERIT NEUTRAL PRETERIT
1 -(y)an -(v)apan -wané -wapané
2  -(y)an -(y)apan -wané -wapané

indf -(nd)niwahk -(nd)niwahkipan -(nd)niwanokwé -(nd)niwanokopané

1p -(y)ahk -(y)ahkwpan -wahkwé -wahkipané
21 -(y)ahkw  -(y)ahkopan -wahkwé -wahkopané
2p -(y)ékw -(y)ékopan -wékwé -wékopané
3 -t~k -span, ~kipan  -okwé -okopané
3p -cik, ~kik A
A -waspan, Al A A
[-twaw-, ~ -owakwé -owakopané
A ~kwapan
~kwaw-]
. -Uicih . A . A
3 -Uispan(ah) -Uikwé -Uikopané

[-dit-]

TABLE 3. Al IMPERATIVE
For the subjunctive add -é and for the iterative add -i* to the forms in
the leftmost column.

IMMEDIATE DELAYED
21 -ta(k), -taw (use immediate form)
2 -y -othkan
2p -k -othkékw
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TABLE 4. THE II VERB

For the subjunctive add -é and for the iterative add -i5 to the conjunct
neutral endings. The two endings in square brackets appear in this case

for Op and 0'p.
INDICATIVE DUBITATIVE
NEUTRAL PRETERIT NEUTRAL PRETERIT
Independent
0 -w -(oY)pan -o'tokwé -okopan
Op -wah -(0Y)panihé -o'tokwénah :givoé;(;rﬁ;?
0’ -Uiw -Uipan -Uitokwé -Uikopan
0p  -diwah -Uipanihs -Uitokwénah tﬁyoﬁpl){;r?i;?
Conjunct
0 ~k ~kipan -okwé -okopané
Op ~kih A ~kwapan  -owdkwé  -owakopané
[~kwaw-]
0’ -dik -Uikipan -Uikwé -Uikopané
0p -dikih -Uikwdpan -diwakwé -likowakopané

[-dikwaw-]
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TABLE 5. TA INDEPENDENT INDICATIVE (DIRECT)

-3 -3p -3’
indf-, 1-, 2- -aw -awak -tmawah
1p- -anan -ananak -meim-fm.a(h)
-tmananihé
21- -anaw -anawak -tmanawa(h)
2p- -awaw -awawak -imawawal(h)
-3’ -3"
3- -éw -lIméw
3p- -éwak -iméwak
3"- -éliwah

TABLE 6. TA INDEPENDENT INDICATIVE (INVERSE)

3- 3p- 3~ 0- indf-

-1,-2 -tkw -tkwak -tkoliwah  -tkon -tkawin
-1p -tkonan -lkondnak -tkonidnah -ikonan -tkawinan
-21 -tkonaw -tkonawak -itkonawah -ikondnaw -tkawindnaw
-2p -tkowaw -tkowawak -itkowdwah -lkonawaw -tkawinawaw

30" 3", 0"
-3 -tkow
-3p -tkowak
-3’ -tkoliwah

TABLE 7. TA INDEPENDENT INDICATIVE (LOCAL)

1-2 -itin 2-1 -in
1p-2 -ttinan 2-1p -indn
1(p)-2p -ttinawaw 2p-1(p) -inawaw
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TABLE 8. TA INDEPENDENT INDICATIVE PRETERIT (DIRECT)

-3 -3p -3’
indf-, 1-, 2- -ahtay -ahtayak -imahtay(a)
1p- -ahtan -ahtananak -imahtana
21- -ahtanaw -ahtanawak -imahtanawa
2p- -ahtawaw  -dhtawawak -imahtawawa

-3’ -3"

3- -épan -tmépan
3p- -épanik -tmépanik
3 -élfpanihé

TABLE 9. TA INDEPENDENT INDICATIVE PRETERIT (INVERSE)

3-, 0- 3p- 3" indf-
-1,-2 -ikohtay -tkohtayak -ikolihtay -tkawihtay
-1p -tkohtan -tkohtananak  -ikolihtan -tkawihtan
-21 -tkohtanaw  -ikohtdnawak -itkolihtdnaw  -tkawihtanaw
-2p -tkohtawaw -itkohtdwawak -ikolihtawaw  -tkawihtawaw
3-,0- 3", 0"
-3 -tkbpan

-3p -tképanik
-3’ -tkolipanih®

TABLE 10. TA INDEPENDENT INDICATIVE PRETERIT (LOCAL)

1>2 -ttihtay 2>1 -ihtay
1p>2 -ttihtan 2>1p -ihtan
1(p)>2p -ttihtawaw 2p>1(p) -ihtawaw
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TABLE 11. TA INDEPENDENT DUBITATIVE (DIRECT)

indf-, 1-, 2-
1p-
21-
2p-

3-
3p-

r
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-3
-atokwé
-ananatokweé
-anatokwé
-awatokwé

-3
-étokwé

-étokwénak

-3p
-atokwénak
-ananatokwénak
-anatokwénak
-awatokwénak
3"
-imétokwé
-imétokwénak

-imélitokwé

-3’
-imatokweé
-imananatokwé
-imanatokwé

-imawatokwé
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TABLE 13. TA INDEPENDENT DUBITATIVE (LOCAL)

1-2 -itinatokwé 2-1 -indtokwé
1p-2 -ttindnatokwé 2-1p -inanatokwé
1(p)-2p -ttinawatokwé 2p-1(p) -indawatokwé

TABLE 14. TA INDEPENDENT DUBITATIVE PRETERIT (DIRECT)

-3 -3p -3’
indf-, 1-, 2- -akopan -akopanak -tmakopan
1p- -anandkopan  -dndnakopanak -tmananakopan
21- -anakopan -anakopanak -imanakopan
2p- -awakopan -awakopanak -imawakopan
-3’ -3"
3- -ékopan -tmékopan
3p- -éwakopan -tméwakopan
3" -imélikopan
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TABLE 16. TA INDEPENDENT DUBITATIVE PRETERIT (LOCAL)

1-2 -ttinakopan 2-1 -indkopan
1p-2 -ttinanakopan 2-1p -indndkopan
1(p)-2p -ttindwakopan 2p-1(p) -inawakopan

TABLE 17. TA CONJUNCT INDICATIVE (DIRECT)

-3 -3p -3’
1- -ak -akik -tmakih
2- -at -acik -tmacih
indf- -tht -thcik -tmthcih
1p- -akiht -akihcik -tmakihcih
21- -ahkw -ahkok -tmahkoh
2p- -ekw -ékok -tmékoh
-3’ -3"
3- -at -tmat
3p- -acik -tmacik
3"- -alicih
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TABLE 18. TA CONJUNCT INDICATIVE (INVERSE)

3- 3p- 3" 0- indf-

-1 -it -icik -tmicih -tkoyan -tkawiyan
2 -k -iskik -umuskih d‘i‘;ﬁ“ d‘(l;iz‘l’;{fl“
-Ip -iyamiht -iyamihcik -(um)iyamihcih -tkoyahk -ikawiyahk
-21 -itahkw  -itahkok  -umitahkoh -tkoyahkw -ikawiyahkw
-2p  -udkw -ttakok -umutakoh -tkoyékw  -ikawiyékw

30" 3", 0"
-3 -ikot
-3p  -ikocik
-3’ -tkolicih

TABLE 19. TA CONJUNCT INDICATIVE (LOCAL)

1-2 -ttan 2-1
1p-2 -ttahk 2-1p
1(p)-2p -itakok 2p-1(p)
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-iyan
-iyahk
-iyékw
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TABLE 20. TA CONJUNCT INDICATIVE PRETERIT (DIRECT)

-3 -3p
1- -akipan -akwapan
2- -atipan -atwapan
indf- -thtipan -thtwapan
1p- -akihtipan -akihtwapan
21- -ahkopan -ahkwapan
2p- -ékopan -ékwéapan

-3’ -3"
3- -aspan -tmaspan
3p- -awaspan -tmawaspan
3" -alispan
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-3’
-tmakipan
-umatipan
-umthtipan
-tmakihtipan
-tmahkopan

-tmékopan
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TABLE 22. TA CONJUNCT INDICATIVE PRETERIT (LOCAL)

1-2 -ttapan 2-1 -lyapan
1p-2 -ttahkipan 2-1p -iyahkipan
1(p)-2p -ttakokipan 2p-1(p) -iyékopan
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TABLE 23. TA CONJUNCT DUBITATIVE (DIRECT)

-3
1- -awakwé
2- -awaté
indf- -awthté
1p- -awakihté
21- -awahkwé
2p- -éwékwé

-3’
3- -akwé
3p- -awakweé

3"
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-3p
-awakwénak
-awaténak
-awihténak
-awakihténak
-awahkwénak
-éwékwénak
-3"
-imakwé
-imawakweé

-alikwé

-3’
-imawakwé
-imawaté
-imawthté
-imawakihté
-imawahkwé

-iméwékwé
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TABLE 25. TA CONJUNCT DUBITATIVE (LOCAL)

1-2 “wane, 2-1
-ttawane
-itiwahkwé,
Ip-2 tAwahkwé 2-1p
1(p)-2p -ttakokwawé? 2p-1(p)
CREE VERB PARADIGMS

-iwané

-iwahkwé

-iwékwé
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TABLE 26. TA CONJUNCT DUBITATIVE PRETERIT (DIRECT)
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-3 -3p -3’
-awakipané -awakipanénak -tmawakipané
-awatipané -awatipanénak -tmawatipané
-awthtipané -awthtipanénak -tmawthtipané
-awakihtipané  -awakihtipanénak -tmawakihtipané
-awahkopané -awahkopanénak -imawahkopané
-éwékopané -éwékopanénak -tméweékopané

-3’ -3"

-akopané -tmakopané
-awakopané -imawakopané
-alikopané
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TABLE 28. TA CONJUNCT DUBITATIVE PRETERIT (LOCAL)

1-2  -ttawapané
-itawahkopané,
-2 iwahkopané

1(p)- -uakokopané,
2p ttitwakopané

2-1  -iwapané

2-1p -iwadhkopanés

2p-
1(p)

-iwékopané

TABLE 29. TA CONJUNCT SUBJUNCTIVE AND ITERATIVE (DIRECT)
The completed endings add -é& for the subjunctive or -i5 for the iterative

to the suffixes below.

-3
1- -ak-
2- -at-
indf- -tht-
1p- -akiht-
21- -ahkw-
2p- -6kw-

.3
3- -at-
3p- -atwaw-
3"
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-3p
-akwaw-
-atwaw-
-thtwaw-
-akihtwaw-
-ahkwaw-
-ekwaw-
3"
-umat-
-Imatwaw-

-alit-

-3’
-emak-
-emat-
-umtht-
-imakiht-
-imahkw-

-tmékw-
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TABLE 31. TA CONJUNCT SUBJUNCTIVE AND ITERATIVE (LOCAL)

1-2 -uttan- 2-1 -iyan-

1p-2 -ttahkw- 2-1p -iyahk-
-itakokw- A

1 (p) 'Zp -ttahkwaw- (7) Zp'l (p] 'IYEkW'
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TABLE 32. TA IMPERATIVE

-1 -1p -3 -3p -3’
Immediate
21- -ata(w) -atanak -tmatanah
2- -n -nan -y -k -(Um
2p- -k -nan -thkw -thkok -tmahk
Delayed
-ahkahk -ahkanihk -umAhkahk
21- (or use (or use mAtA
immediate)® immediate)®
(use
2- ihkan immediate -dhkan -ahkanik -utmahkan
form)
(use
2p- 1hkék immediate -ahKékw -ahkékwanak -umahkékw
form)
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TABLE 33. TI INDEPENDENT

1,2
Ip
21
2p
3
3p
3

TABLE 34. TI CONJUNCT

INDICATIVE

NEUTRAL PRETERIT
-én -éhtay
-énan -éhtan
-énanaw -éhtanaw
-énawaw -éhtawaw
-amw -amdbpan
-amwak -amdpanik3
-amuiwah -amuipanah

DUBITATIVE

NEUTRAL PRETERIT
-énatokwé -énakopan
-énanatokwé -énanakopan
-énawatokwé -énawakopan
-amotokwé -amokopan
-amotokwénak -amwakopan
-amuitokwé -amuikopan

The subjunctive and iterative add respectively -é and -i5 to the forms in
the leftmost column, except that for 3’ these are added to -amulit-.

21
2p

3p

INDICATIVE

NEUTRAL PRETERIT
-aman -amapan
-aman -amapan
-amahk -amahkipan
-amahkw -amahkopan
-amékw -amékopan
-ahk -ahkipan
-ahkik -ahkwapan
-amlicih )
[-amulit-] -amuispanah
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DUBITATIVE

NEUTRAL PRETERIT
-amowané -amowapaneé
-amowané -amowapaneé
-amowahkwé -amowahkopané
-amowahkwé -amowahkopané
-amowékwé -amowékopané
-amokwé -amokopané
-amwakweé -amwakopané
-amuikwé -amuikopané
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TABLE 35. TI IMPERATIVE

IMMEDIATE
21 -eta(k)
2 -ah
2p -amok
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DELAYED
(use immediate form)
-amohkan

-amohkék
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Relational Inflection: An Al stem adds "...w... while a TI stem adds -
"..amw...", then the endings on the relational inflection tables below. 10

TABLE 36. RELATIONAL INFLECTION (INDEPENDENT)

INDICATIVE DUBITATIVE
NEUTRAL PRETERIT NEUTRAL PRETERIT
1,2 -an -ahtay o . o
] . o -anatokwé -anakopan
indf -an -andpan
1p -anan -ahtan o . o
o o -ananatokwé -ananakopan
21 -ananaw -ahtan(an)aw
2p -Aanawaw -ahtawaw -anawatokwé -anawakopan
3 -éw -épan -étokwé -ékopan
3p -éwak -épanik -étokwénak -éwakopan

TABLE 37. RELATIONAL INFLECTION (CONJUNCT)

The subjunctive and iterative add respectively -é and -i5 to the forms in
the leftmost column. In the 3p they are added to -atwaw- instead of to -
acik.

INDICATIVE DUBITATIVE

NEUTRAL PRETERIT NEUTRAL PRETERIT
1 -ak -akipan -awaké -awakipané
2 -at -atipan -awaté -awatipané
indf- -tht -thtipan -awthté -awthtipané
1p -akiht -akihtipan -awakihté -awakihtipané
21 -ahkw -ahkopan -awahkwé -awahkopané
2p -ekw -ékopan -awékweé -awékopané
3 -at -aspan -akwé -akopané
3p -acik [-atwaw-]  -awaspan -awakwé -awakopané
3’ (missing) (missing) -alikwé -alikopané(?)
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TABLE 38. RELATIONAL INFLECTION (IMPERATIVE)

IMMEDIATE DELAYED
21 -ata(k) (use immediate form)
2 -y -ahkan
2p -ahk ahkékw

1 Change of notation:

e The 1971 version used the old American Phonetic
Notation. We use instead the International phonetic
alphabet (IPA) notation, and also give the spelling in
brackets.

e 0O was used in the 1971 publication for /t/'s that mutate to
/[ / (8)- Thus, the stem of tépwatéw he calls out to him is
tepwab-, but: ki-tepwa6-in — Kitépwasin thou callest out
to me.

e e was used the in 1971 publication for where t is now used.

The paradigms now reflect the text of the dtalohkdna and Spoken
Cree.

2 Historical note:

Cree /t/ has two sources in PA: */t/ and*/0/. Similarly, Cree /i/
represents a coalescence of */i/ and */e/.

Where one of the first two is followed by one of the second two,
the phonemic results differ:

*/ti/ yields / tfi/ (ci), */ 6i/ yields /[i/ (8i), */te, e/ yield/ti/.
*/t/ also appears as /t[/ (c), and */0/ as/[/ (S), before Cree or PA
/1/ and /j/ (y). For example: wapamat that he see him is -a-t, but
wapamat-ik — wapamacik that they see him. Elsewhere both
appear as /t/. Replacement by affricate or spirant is MUTATION.

3*3p -°Lpanik (Table 1) and -amo6panik (Table 33) are
characteristic of the Fort Albany Kashechewan area. They are
replaced at Moose by -°Lpanak and -amdpanak respectively.

4 Similarly, -Uipanih is often replaced at Moose by -Uipana. The
form can also be -Uipani or just -Uipani since 1 is often shortened
by various speakers as just /i/.
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5 Historically the iterative adds -h preceded by a connective -i .
The -h disappears and /i/ becomes the mark of the iterative in the
spoken language.

6 With some speakers a carry over of voicing from /i/ to /h/
results in phonetic manifestation of /ih/ as [i].

7 The form ttakowékwé has also surfaced. Whether this is
acceptable usage is uncertain.

8 This form was noted -iwahkipané (with i instead of o) in the
original paradigms. The o was however confirmed with two later
informants. It remains puzzling that one of them also gave -
wahkipané for the Al Conj. Dub. Pret. 1p.

9 Both L and N speakers tend to use the Immediate Imperative
forms instead of the Delayed for 21-3, 21-3p and even sometimes
21-3".

10 AT -é stems retain the /€/ instead of replacing it by a. After

stem-final /n/ connective /i/ is inserted, contrary to the general
custom between a consonant and /w/.
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