
EAST CREE ONLINE LESSONS  
USER AND PEDAGOGICAL GUIDE 
URL: https://lessons.eastcree.atlas-ling.ca 

Written by Marie-Odile Junker, Mimie Neacappo, Claire Owen, and Laurel Anne Hasler; Carleton 
University. 

Funded by National Research Council Canada (2018-2020) 

First edition 2019, second edition 2020 (reflects enhanced features and addition of content, especially 
for second-language learners) 

Table of Contents 

I.	 Introduction	____________________________________________________________________________________	3	

II.	 Target	Audience	and	Methodology	________________________________________________________	3	

III.	 Introduction	to	the	East	Cree	Language	__________________________________________________	3	
Classification	of	East	Cree	dialects	_______________________________________________________________________________	4	
Map	of	East	Cree	communities	___________________________________________________________________________________	4	
Writing	system	____________________________________________________________________________________________________	5	
Syllabics	chart	–	Eastern	James	Bay	Cree	________________________________________________________________________	5	
Cree	language	structure	 __________________________________________________________________________________________	6	

IV.	 Content	and	Progression	 ____________________________________________________________________	7	
1.	Reading	and	Writing	Cree	Syllabics	___________________________________________________________________________	7	
2.	Thematic	Vocabulary	1	_______________________________________________________________________________________	10	
3.	Opposites	______________________________________________________________________________________________________	12	
4.	Conversations	_________________________________________________________________________________________________	13	
5.	Personal	Narratives	 __________________________________________________________________________________________	13	
6.	Pronouns	______________________________________________________________________________________________________	13	
7.	Cree	Grammar:	Nouns	&	Verbs,	Animate/Inanimate	______________________________________________________	14	
8.	Reading	Texts	_________________________________________________________________________________________________	19	
9.	Conjugating	Verbs	____________________________________________________________________________________________	20	

V.	 Software	and	Activity	Types	________________________________________________________________	21	

Evaluation	______________________________________________________________________________________________	21	

Scoring	__________________________________________________________________________________________________	21	

User	Interaction	_______________________________________________________________________________________	21	

Dialect	___________________________________________________________________________________________________	22	

Modules,	Lessons	and	Activities	 ____________________________________________________________________	23	



URL: https://lessons.eastcree.atlas-ling.ca      © 2020 atlas-ling.ca 

 
 
 

2 

Activity	Types	__________________________________________________________________________________________	24	

Available	Activity	Types	with	Examples	___________________________________________________________	25	
[Categorization]	VTA	or	VTI?	ᐱᐹᒧᐧᐃᔨᓱᐧᐋᑭᓐᐦ	Transportation	_______________________________________________	25	
[Categorization]	Things	and	Actions	-	Nouns	&	Verbs	 _______________________________________________________	25	
[Choose]	Recognize	New	Words	_______________________________________________________________________________	26	
[Choose]	Recognize	All	Syllabics	_______________________________________________________________________________	27	
[Choose]	Recognize	New	Word	Translations	_________________________________________________________________	28	
[Crossword]	Crossword	Puzzle	(syllabics)	____________________________________________________________________	29	
[Drawing	syllabics]	Drawing	Syllabics	_________________________________________________________________________	30	
[Fill	in	the	blanks]	Fill	in	the	Blanks:	Choose	the	Correct	Word	(Is	anyone	here?)	_________________________	31	
[Matching]	Match	Words	to	Images	(syllabics)	_______________________________________________________________	32	
[Matching]	Match	Words	to	Images	(roman)	_________________________________________________________________	32	
[Matching]	Match	Written	Translations	(roman)	_____________________________________________________________	33	
[Matching]	Match	Written	Translations	(syllabics)	 __________________________________________________________	33	
[Memory	game]	Syllabic	Memory	Matching	(small)	__________________________________________________________	34	
[Memory	game]	Word	Memory	Matching	(syllabics)	 ________________________________________________________	34	
[Missing	syllabic(s)]	Missing	Syllabic	__________________________________________________________________________	35	
[Missing	syllabic(s)]	Missing	Letter(s)	(for	L2	learners)	_____________________________________________________	35	
[Missing	syllabic(s)]	Missing	Syllabics	_________________________________________________________________________	36	
[Missing	syllabic(s)]	Missing	Letters	(for	L2	learners)	_______________________________________________________	36	
[Missing	syllabic(s)]	Scrambled	Words	(syllabics)	___________________________________________________________	37	
[Missing	syllabic(s)]	Scrambled	Words	(roman)	_____________________________________________________________	37	
[Missing	syllabic(s)]	Many	Missing	Syllabics	__________________________________________________________________	38	
[Missing	words	dictation]	Missing	Words	Dictation	(syllabics)	(Is	anyone	here?)	 ________________________	39	
[Questions]	Comprehension	Questions:	ENGLISH	/	FRENCH	_______________________________________________	40	
[Repeat	and	record]	Repeat	and	Record	(for	L2	learners)	___________________________________________________	41	
[Sentence	dictation]	Sentence	Dictation	(roman)	 ____________________________________________________________	42	
[Spelling]	Spelling	(syllabics)	___________________________________________________________________________________	43	
[Word	dictation]	Dictation	(syllabics)	_________________________________________________________________________	44	
[Word	pairs]	Antonyms	-	Action	Verbs	________________________________________________________________________	45	
[Word	search]	Word	Search	(small)	(syllabics)	_______________________________________________________________	46	

VI.	 Signing	in	to	Track	Scores	__________________________________________________________________	47	

APPENDIX	A:	Northern	and	Southern	Syllabic	Charts	–	syllabics	introduced	in	lessons	49	
Northern	Dialect	Syllabic	Chart	–	Eastern	James	Bay	Cree	___________________________________________________	49	
Southern	Dialect	Syllabic	Chart	–	Eastern	James	Bay	Cree	___________________________________________________	50	

 

  



URL: https://lessons.eastcree.atlas-ling.ca      © 2020 atlas-ling.ca 

 
 
 

3 

I. Introduction 
This guide is intended for users of the East Cree Online Lessons, available on the site eastcree.org and 
atlas-ling.ca (https://lessons.eastcree.atlas-ling.ca), and for teachers who wish to use it as a supplement 
to their classes. The guide contains a brief description of the target audience and methodology used. 
After an introduction to the East Cree language, we present the software and the proposed progression, 
highlighting the educational objectives of each module and/or lesson. Finally, we give examples of 
activity types available with the software. Since hundreds of activities are possible with thousands of 
combinations, we invite users to try them online. 

II. Target Audience and Methodology 
The modules, lessons and activities have been designed both for adults who speak East Cree fluently and 
wish to learn and master the standard spelling of their language, and for people who want to learn East 
Cree as a second language. 

For literacy training, our approach combines the phonic method and the global method for learning to 
read. The syllabic characters are always presented in the context of complete words. The activities are 
designed so that students gradually learn the presented elements, which include syllabic characters, 
vocabulary, and grammatical concepts. Numerous activities are also based on complete texts.  

The first series of lessons/activities is designed for self-directed learning while the advanced series 
complements advanced literacy courses by furthering vocabulary enrichment, mastery of spelling and 
grammatical concepts, and knowledge of the language’s morphological structure, and focuses on 
working with whole texts. 

For second-language learning, we provide content primarily for the Northern dialect (within the 2020 
project parameters), including dialogues, personal narratives, verb conjugations, grammar exercises, 
thematic vocabulary, and translation and pronunciation activities. Standard roman orthography, 
corresponding to the syllabics, is now available for L2 learners. 

These lessons/activities were also designed to complement the literacy classes offered by the Cree 
School Board. Users are invited to consult the thematic dictionary  
(https://dictionary.eastcree.org/words), the spelling manual 
(https://www.eastcree.org/cree/en/grammar/spelling-east-cree/) and the online grammar 
(http://grammar.eastcree.org/cree/en/). 

Detailed objectives for each series of lessons/modules are described further below, after we briefly 
situate the East Cree language and its dialects. 

III. Introduction to the East Cree Language 
Eastern James Bay Cree is part of the large family of Algonquian languages stretching from the Atlantic 
to the Rocky Mountains; specifically, it is part of the Cree-Innu language continuum  
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(see www.atlas-ling.ca). In 2016, East Cree was spoken by more than 18,000 people in Québec. There 
are nine East Cree communities whose dialects can be grouped together as follows: 

Classification of East Cree dialects 

East Cree can be divided into two main dialects: Southern and Northern. They differ in their 
pronunciation and spelling, as well as in their vocabulary and certain grammatical features. The 
Northern dialect includes the communities of Whapmagoostui, Chisasibi, and Wemindji. The Southern 
dialect is divided into two sub-dialects: Coastal (Eastmain, Waskaganish, Nemaska) and Inland 
(Mistissini, Oujé-Bougoumou and Waswanipi). 

Northern Southern 

Whapmagoostui Coastal Inland 

Chisasibi Eastmain Mistissini 

Wemindji Waskaganish Oujé-Bougoumou 

 Nemaska Waswanipi 

 

The majority of Cree in Québec tend to speak English as a second language. There is also a minority 
population that speaks French. 

Map of East Cree communities 
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Writing system 

The Cree read and write using a syllabic orthography based on the writing system created by James 
Evans, a Methodist priest serving the Ojibwe and Cree in Ontario and Manitoba from the 1820s to the 
1840s. Modified versions of this system are now also used by the Inuit. The East Cree system is fully 
pointed, that is, a dot is used above the symbol to mark vowel length. In addition, a dot to the left of the 
symbol indicates w before a vowel; a small circle in final position (ᐤ) indicates a w or consonantal u at 
the end of a word; and the (ᐦ) is a symbol for h.  

The roman orthography that corresponds to the syllabics is rarely used. However, standard roman 
orthography can be found in the dictionary, and also allows for typing in syllabics, among other things. It 
is particularly useful for second-language learners. 

Syllabics chart – Eastern James Bay Cree 

 

e  i � o � a �  � 	 
 e  i ii u uu  a aa  u h 


e  
i 
� 
o 
� 
a 
�    
we  wi wii wu wuu wa waa    

� 
� �  � � � � 
� p  
pe pwe pi pii pu puu pa paa pwaa p  

� 
� � � � � � � 
� t  
te twe ti tii tu tuu ta taa twaa t  

� 
� � � � �   ! 
! k # 
ke kwe ki kii ku kuu ka kaa kwaa k kw 

$ 
$ % & ' ( ) * 
* c  
che chwe  chi chii chu chuu cha chaa chwaa ch  

, 
, - . / 0 1 2 
2 m  
me mwe mi mii  mu muu ma maa mwaa m  

4 
4 5 6 7 8 9 : 
: n  
ne nwe ni nii nu nuu na naa nwaa n  

< 
< = > ? @ A B 
B l  
le  lwe li lii lu luu la laa lwaa l  

D 
D E F G H I J 
J s  
se swe si sii su suu sa saa swaa s  

L 
L M N O P Q R 
R S  
she shwe shi shii shu shuu sha shaa shwaa sh  

T 
T U V W X Y Z 
Z y  
ye ywe yi yii yu yuu ya yaa ywaa y  

\ 
\ ] ^ _ ` a b 
b r  
re  rwe ri rii ru ruu ra raa rwaa r  

d 
d fi f g h i j 
j f  
ve vwe vi vii vu vuu va vaa vwaa v, f, 

h
 

l 
l m n o p q r 
r s  
the thwe thi thii thu thuu tha thaa thwaa th  
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A guide to the pronunciation of syllabics can be found in the Talking Syllabic Chart, which is downloadable 
from the eastcree.org website: http://eastcree.org/syl-keyboard.html 

A general guide to Cree pronunciation can be found in the section The Sounds of East Cree: 
https://www.eastcree.org/cree/en/grammar/sounds-east-cree/   

For spelling, consult https://www.eastcree.org/cree/en/grammar/spelling-east-cree/  

And for typing in syllabics, see: https://www.eastcree.org/cree/en/resources/how-to/cree-fonts/  

Cree language structure 

Cree structure is quite different from that of French and English. Some differences include: 

Grammatical gender: Cree nouns are classified as either animate or inanimate. Nouns referring to 
people, animals and various types of vegetation (including trees and certain plants) are classified as 
animate. Certain objects such as cars, caribou hide, bread and snowmobiles are also animate. All other 
nouns are inanimate.  

Verb classes: Cree verb classes are distinguished according to whether the verb is transitive or 
intransitive, and also by the gender (animate or inanimate) of the participants (agent and patient). 

Transitive Animate Verb (VTA) 

ᐧᐋᐸᒣᐤ waapameu  vta  w s/he sees him/her/it (animate, for example: a snowshoe, a friend) 

Transitive Inanimate Verb (VTI) 

ᐧᐋᐸᐦᑕᒻ waapahtam  vti  w s/he sees it 

Animate Intransitive Verb (VAI) 

ᓂᐹᐤ nipaau  vai  w s/he sleeps 

ᒥᐦᑯᓲ mihkusuu  vai  w s/he, it (animate, for example a mitten) is red 

Inanimate Intransitive Verb (VII) 

ᒋᒧᐧᐃᓐ chimuwin  vii  w it is raining 

ᒥᐦᐧᑳᐤ mihkwaau  vii  w it is red 

Cree has only four word classes or grammatical categories: nouns (words that designate living beings 
and things); pronouns (words that replace nouns); verbs (words that describe actions and states of 
being); and particles, which include the equivalents of conjunctions (‘and’, ‘but’), prepositions (‘under’) 
and adverbs (‘very’). 

While the complexity of English and French lies at the sentence level, the complexity of Cree is found at 
the level of the word. In Cree, a single verb can always constitute a sentence. This is easily seen in the 
dictionary definitions: all the English translations of Cree verbs are complete sentences. 

For more information, see: www.eastcree.org   
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IV. Content and Progression 
Note: in the list below, the labels L1 and L2 refer to first-language and second-language learners, 
respectively. 
 
1. Reading and Writing Cree Syllabics (L1) 
2. Thematic Vocabulary 1 (L1 and L2) 
3. Opposites (L1) 
4. Conversations (L2)* 
5. Personal Narratives (L2)* 
6. Pronouns (L1 and L2) 
7. Cree Grammar: Nouns & Verbs, Animate/Inanimate (L1) 
8. Reading Texts (L1 and L2) 
9. Conjugating Verbs (series of modules, from beginner to advanced) (L1 and L2)* 
 
*Currently these modules only exist for the Northern dialect 

1. Reading and Writing Cree Syllabics 

General objective: Learn syllabic characters. 

Beginner – Intended for Cree speakers (L1) who wish to learn basic syllabics 

Pedagogical considerations: 

We chose to contrast as much as possible the syllabic characters that are taught, that is, characters that 
vary according to the consonant (e.g. ᐲ, ᑏ, ᑮ, ᒦ) and not the vowel (e.g. ᒦ, ᒨ, ᒫ, ᒣ), because the 
vowel only corresponds to a change in the character's orientation (see the variation of characters 
according to the column rather than the row in the syllabic chart). 

Although occurring in a couple of lessons, we deliberately chose not to contrast characters that differ 
according to the use of the dot above (which indicates vowel length, e.g.: ᐱ, ᐲ), and the use of the dot 
on the left (which indicates the presence of a w in front of the vowel, e.g.: ᐁ, ᐌ). 

We have also tried as much as possible to respect a parallel progression between the two dialects, 
despite the differences in characters (for example, the absence of ‘e’ ᐁ in the Northern dialect). 

A chart highlighting which syllabics are introduced in which lesson is available in Appendix A. The 
superscript number next to each character indicates the number of the Lesson in which the syllabic 
character is introduced. 

Lessons 1-8: Large characters  

General objective: Learn large syllabic characters located in common words. 
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The table below shows, for each dialect, the characters and words used in the progression. 

Lesson 1 Dialect Syllabics Vocabulary 

 
N ᐲ ᐹ ᔒ ᓰ ᐋ 

[pî, pâ, shî, sî, â] 
ᐲᓯᒻ, ᐹᐦᐱᐤ, ᔒᔒᑉ, ᓰᐲ, ᐋᒨ     
[ pîsim,  pâhpiu,  shîshîp,  sîpî, âmû] 

S ᐋ ᐲ ᓰ ᔒ ᐹ 
[â pî sî shî pâ] 

ᐋᒨ, ᐲᓯᒻ, ᓰᐲ, ᔒᔒᑉ, ᐹᐦᐴ  
[âmû, pîsim, sîpî, shîshîp, pâhpû] 

Lesson 2 Dialect Syllabics Vocabulary 

 
N ᒫ ᐴ ᒋ ᐧᐋ ᒨ 

[mâ pû chi wâ mû] 
ᒫᑑ, ᐴᑎᓐ, ᒋᒧᐧᐃᓐ, ᐧᐋᐳᔥ, ᒨᔅ 
[mâtû, pûtin, chimuwin, wâpush, mûs] 

S ᒫ ᐴ ᒋ ᐧᐋ ᒨ 
[mâ pû chi wâ mû] 

ᒫᑑ, ᐴᑎᓐ, ᒋᒧᐧᐃᓐ, ᐧᐋᐳᔥ, ᒨᔅ  
[mâtû, pûtin, chimuwin, wâpush, mûs] 

Lesson 3 Dialect Syllabics Vocabulary 

 
N ᐳ ᑑ ᒧ ᑎ ᐧᐃ 

[pu tû mu ti wi] 
ᐳᐧᐋᒨ, ᑑᑑᔑᓈᐳᐃ, ᒧᓵᔅᑰ, ᑎᐱᔅᑳᐤ, ᐧᐃᔮᑭᓐ 
[puwâmû,  tûtûshinâpui, musâskû, tipiskâu, wiyâkin] 

S ᐳ ᑑ ᒧ ᑎ ᐧᐃ 
[pu tû mu ti wi] 

ᐳᐧᐋᒨ, ᑑᐦᐋᓐ, ᒧᓵᔅᑰ, ᑎᐱᔅᑳᐤ, ᐧᐃᔮᑲᓐ 
[puwâmû,  tûhân,  musâskû, tipiskâu, wiyâkan] 

Lesson 4 Dialect Syllabics Vocabulary 

 

N ᓵ ᑰ ᔮ ᑭ ᐱ 
[sâ kû yâ ki pi] 

ᓵᒋᐦᐋᐤ, ᑰᓐ, ᔮᔮᐤ, ᑭᐹᐤ, ᐱᔮᐤ 
[sâchihâu, kûn, yâyâu, kipâu, piyâu] 

S ᓵ ᑰ ᔮ ᑲ ᐱ ᐁ ᔦ ᑌ ᐯ ᒉ 
[sâ kû yâ ka pi e ye te pe che] 

ᓵᒋᐦᐁᐤ, ᑰᓐ, ᔮᔦᐤ, ᑲᐹᐤ, ᐱᐳᓐ, ᐁᒥᐦᐧᑳᓐ, ᔦᑳᐤ, 
ᑌᐦᐆ, ᓂᐯᐧᐃᓐ, ᐆᒉᐤ 
[sâchiheu, kûn, yâyeu, kapâu, pipun, emihkwân, 
yekâu, tehû, nipewin, ûcheu] 

Lesson 5 Dialect Syllabics Vocabulary 

 

N ᓃ ᔖ ᓯ ᒦ ᒌ ᑖ ᐧᐄ ᓅ ᔫ 
[nî shâ si mî chî tâ wî nû yû] 

ᓃᐱᓐ, ᔖᐳᐦᑎᐧᐋᓐ, ᓯᑭᐧᐹᓐ, ᒥᓯᑦ, ᒦᑯᓐ, ᒌᒫᓐ, 
ᑖᐦᒋᐴ, ᐧᐄᔥᑦ, ᓅᑎᒫᐤ, ᔫᑎᓐ   
[nîpin,  shâpuhtiwân,  sikipwân,  misit, mîkun, 
chîmân, tâhchipû, wîsht, nûtimâu, yûtin] 

S ᓃ ᔖ ᒎ ᒦ ᒌ ᑖ ᐧᐁ ᐧᐄ ᓅ ᔫ 
[nî shâ chû mî chî tâ we wî nû yû] 

ᓃᐱᓐ, ᔖᐳᐦᑐᐧᐋᓐ, ᒎᒎᔑᓈᐳᐃ, ᒦᑯᓐ, ᒌᒫᓐ, ᑖᐦᒋᐴ, 
ᐧᐁᐸᐦᐄᑲᓐ, ᐧᐄᔥᑦ, ᓅᑎᒫᐤ, ᔫᑎᓐ      
[nîpin, shâpuhtuwân, chûchûshinâpui, mîkun, 
chîmân, tâhchipû, wepahîkan, wîsht, nûtimâu, yûtin] 

Lesson 6 Dialect Syllabics Vocabulary 

 

N ᐄ ᑏ ᐃ ᓂ ᓈ ᔔ ᔑ ᓲ ᑳ ᐧᑖ  
[î tî i ni nâ shû shi sû kâ twâ] 

ᐄᒋᑯᑎᓐ, ᑏᐧᐹᑦ, ᐃᐦᐄᐲ, ᓂᑭᒨ, ᓈᐹᐤ, 
ᔔᔓᐧᐃᐦᐧᑳᐤ, ᔑᑳᒄ, ᓲᐳᔮᑭᓐ, ᑳᒄ, ᐧᑖᔑᓐ 
[îchikutin, tîpwât, ihîpî, nikimû, nâpâu, 
shûshuwihkwâu, shikâkw, sûpuyâkin, kâkw, twâshin] 

S ᐄ ᑏ ᐧᐊ ᓂ ᓈ ᔔ ᒪ ᔑ ᓲ ᐧᑖ 
[î tî wa ni nâ shû ma shi sû twâ] 

ᐧᐊᓇᐦᐄᑲᓐ, ᑏᐧᐹᑦ, ᓂᑲᒨ, ᓈᐯᐤ, ᔔᔔᐦᐧᑫᐤ, 
ᒪᓂᒎᔥ, ᔑᑳᒄ, ᓲᐳᔮᑲᓐ, ᐧᑖᔑᓐ 
[tîpwât, nikamû, nâpeu, manichûsh, shikâkw, 
wanahîkan, sûpuyâkan, shûshûhkweu, twâshin] 
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Lesson 7 Dialect Syllabics Vocabulary 

 
N ᐊ ᐧᑳ ᐆ ᐧᐹ ᐅ ᔓ ᑯ ᐧᒫ ᓄ 

[a kwâ û pwâ u shu ku mwâ nu] 

ᐊᑯᐦᑉ, ᐧᑳᐱᒑᐤ, ᐆᑦ, ᐧᐹᑭᑦ, ᐅᔅᑭᓐ, ᔓᓂᑖᑭᓐ, 
ᑯᑎᐧᐋᐤ, ᒸᒄ, ᓄᐧᐃᑎᓂᒻ 
[akuhp, kwâpichâu, ût, pwâkit, uskin, shunitâkin, 
kutiwâu, mwâkw, nuwitinim] 

S ᐊ ᐧᑳ ᐧᐹ ᐅ ᑯ ᐧᒫ 
[a kwâ pwâ u ku mwâ] 

ᐊᑯᐦᑉ, ᐧᑳᐸᒉᐤ, ᐧᐹᑲᑦ, ᐅᐧᐃᑦ, ᑯᑕᐧᐁᐤ, ᐅᔅᑲᓐ, ᒸᒄ 
[akuhp, kwâpacheu, pwâkat, uwit, kutaweu, uskan, 
mwâkw] 

Lesson 8 Dialect Syllabics Vocabulary 

 

N 
ᔨ ᐧᒑ ᓱ ᐧᔖ ᑮ ᒑ ᐧᔮ ᔪ ᐧᓈ ᐧᓵ 
[yi cwâ su wshâ kî châ ywâ yu nwâ 
swâ] 

ᐹᓂᑮᒃ, ᐃᐧᔮᔥᑎᓐ, ᔨᐦᒋᔥᑭᒻ, ᐧᒑᑭᓕᑦ, ᓱᓵᔅᑯᓐ, 
ᒥᐧᔖᑭᓐ, ᒑᑭᑦ, ᔪᐧᐃᐱᔨᐤ, ᓃᔓᐱᐳᐧᓈᓯᐤ, ᐄᔅᐧᑳᐧᓵᐤ 
[pânikîk, iywâshtin, yihchishkim, chwâkilit, susâskun, 
miwshâkin, châkit, yuwipiyiu, nîshupipunwâsiu, 
îskwâswâu] 

S ᐆ ᑐ ᑳ ᓄ ᒥ ᓀ ᓭ ᐃ ᔐ ᔭ 
[û tu kâ nu mi ne se i she ya] 

ᐆᑦ, ᓂᑐᐦᒋᑲᓐ, ᒋᓄᓲ, ᑳᐦᑳᒎ, ᒥᓯᑦ, ᓀᒨ, ᔐᔐᔔ, 
ᔭᐦᒋᓇᒻ, ᐃᔅᐧᑫᐤ, ᓭᒋᐸᐧᑖᓐ 
[ût, nituhchikan, chinusû, kâhkâchû, misit, nemû, 
shesheshû, yahchinam, iskweu, sechipatwân] 

 

Lessons 9-10: Small syllabic characters 

General objective: Learn syllabic characters, with a focus on finals. 

Northern dialect: 

 Syllabics Vocabulary 

Lesson 9 ᒍ ᔩ ᒎ ᐦ ᐤ ᑉ ᑦ ᓐ ᒃ ᒡ 
[chu yî chû h u p t n k ch] 

ᑏᐧᐹᑦ, ᓲᑉ, ᐲᓐ, ᐲᐦᒡ, ᒫᒌᐦ, ᒍᐧᐋᔥᒃ, ᐅᑖᔨᔩ, ᒎᐦᐧᐋᓂᔥ, 
ᐅᒑᐤ, ᐄᔨᒃ 

[tîpwât, sûp, pîn, pîhch, mâchîh, chuwâshk, utâyiyî, chûhwânish, 
uchâu, îyik] 

Lesson 10 ᒻ ᒄ ᔅ ᔥ 
[m kw s sh] 

ᐊᒥᔅᒄ, ᒨᔅ, ᓃᐲᔥ, ᐊᑎᒻ 

[amiskw, mûs, nîpîsh, atim] 

 

Southern dialect: 

 Syllabics Vocabulary 

Lesson 9 ᐦ ᐤ ᑉ ᑦ ᓐ ᒃ ᒡ 
[h u p t n k ch] 

ᐲᐦᒡ, ᐆᒉᐤ, ᓲᑉ, ᑏᐧᐹᑦ, ᐲᓐ, ᐊᔨᒃ 
[tîpwât, sûp, pîn, pîhch, ûcheu, ayik] 

Lesson 10 ᒻ ᒄ ᔅ ᔥ 
[m kw s sh] 

ᐊᑎᒻ, ᐊᒥᔅᒄ, ᒨᔅ, ᓃᐲᔥ  
[atim, amiskw, mûs, nîpîsh,] 
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Lesson 11 
ᐅ ᑕ ᑮ ᓱ ᔕ ᔪ ᔓ ᐧᒫ ᓍ 
[u ta kî su sha yu shu mwâ 
nwâ] 

ᐅᔅᑲᓐ, ᑕᐧᑳᒋᓐ, ᐹᓂᑮᒃ, ᐱᓂᓱᐧᐁᐤ, ᔕᑳᐱᔒᔥ, ᒥᔪᔔ, 
ᔓᓂᑖᑲᓐ, ᐧᒫᒄ, ᒋᐧᓈᔅᑯᓐ  
[uskan, takwâchin, pânikîk, pinisuweu, shakâpishîsh, miyushû, 
shunitâkan, mwâkw, chinwâskun] 

Lesson 12 

ᐧᔖ ᐧᒑ ᒍ ᔨ ᐧᐯ ᐧᑌ ᐧᑫ ᐧᒣ 
ᐧᓭ ᐧᔐ 
[wshâ cwâ chu yi pwe twe kwe 
mwe swe shwe] 

ᒥᐧᔖᑲᓐ, ᐧᒑᑲᓕᑦ, ᐋᐱᒥᒍᐧᐃᓐ, ᐃᔨᐯᔮᐤ, ᓇᐧᐯᒋᓇᒻ, ᐧᒣᔥᑖᑕᒻ, 
ᒪᓂᐧᔐᐤ, ᒪᐧᑌᐦᐧᑳᒨ, ᐧᑫᑎᐲᐤ, ᐃᔅᐧᑳᐧᓭᐤ 
[miwshâkan, cwâkalit, âpimichuwin, iyipeyâu, napwechinam, 
mweshtâtam, manishweu, matwehkwâmû, kwetipîu, iskwâsweu] 

2. Thematic Vocabulary 1 

General objectives: Learn vocabulary by theme, practice reading syllabics. 

Beginner – Intended for Cree speakers (L1) who wish to learn basic syllabics, or for second-language 
learners (L2) 

 

 

 

 

Weather (verbs) 

N 
ᐋᑎ ᐃᔨᔥᒌᔑᑳᒡ 
 

ᔫᑎᓐ, ᒥᔅᐳᓐ, ᒋᒧᐧᐃᓐ, ᐃᐧᔮᔥᑎᓐ, ᐲᐧᐃᓐ, ᐹᔑᐧᑳᑎᓐ, ᓂᒥᔅᒌᔅᑳᐤ, ᒥᔪᒌᔑᑳᐤ, ᑎᐦᑳᔮᐤ, 
ᒋᔑᑖᐤ, ᐧᐋᔅᑭᒫᐤ, ᑭᔥᑭᐧᐃᓐ, ᐃᔨᑯᔅᑯᓐ, ᒥᒋᒌᔑᑳᐤ 
[yûtin, mispun, chimuwin, iywâshtin, pîwin, pâshikwâtin, nimischîskâu, miyuchîshikâu, 
tihkâyâu, chishitâu, wâskimâu, kishkiwin, iyikuskun, michichîshikâu] 

S 
ᐁ ᐊᑕ ᐃᑕᔅᑯᐦᒡ 
 

ᐲᐧᐃᓐ, ᒋᔑᑌᐤ, ᑕᐦᑳᔮᐤ, ᐃᐧᔮᔥᑎᓐ, ᒥᔅᐳᓐ, ᒋᒧᐧᐃᓐ, ᔫᑎᓐ, ᐹᔑᐧᑳᑎᓐ, ᒪᒋᒌᔑᑳᐤ, 
ᓂᒥᔅᒌᔅᑳᐤ, ᐧᐋᔅᑲᒫᐤ, ᐧᐋᐦᑯᑖᓐ, ᑲᔥᑯᐧᐃᓐ 
[pîwin, chishiteu, tahkâyâu, iywâshtin, mispun, chimuwin, yûtin, pâshikwâtin, 
machichîshikâu, nimischîskâu, wâskamâu, wâhkutân, kashkuwin] 

Animals (nouns) 

N 
ᐋᐧᐋᓰᓯᒡ 

ᐊᑎᒻ, ᐊᒥᔅᒄ, ᐧᐋᐳᔥ, ᒨᔅ, ᔑᑳᒄ, ᐊᑎᐦᒄ, ᑳᒄ, ᐧᐋᐱᔅᒄ, ᐋᐱᑯᔒᔥ, ᓂᒋᒄ, ᐧᐋᐱᔥᑖᓐ, 
ᒋᔖᔮᒄ, ᐋᓂᑯᒑᔥ, ᒥᐦᐄᐦᑭᓐ, ᐧᐃᒋᔥᒄ, ᒥᐦᒑᔑᐤ, ᓯᐦᑯᔅ, ᓂᑯᒑᔥ 
[atim, amiskw, wâpush, mûs, shikâkw, atihkw, kâkw, wâpiskw, âpikushîsh, nichikw, wâpishtân, 
chishâyâkw, ânikuchâsh, mihîhkin, wichishkw, mihchâshiu, sihkus, nikuchâsh] 

S 
ᐊᐧᐁᔒᔕᒡ 
 

ᐊᑎᒻ, ᐊᒥᔅᒄ, ᐊᑎᐦᒄ, ᑳᒄ, ᓂᑯᒑᔥ, ᐧᐋᐱᔅᒄ, ᒋᔐᔮᒄ, ᑳᑯᔥ, ᔑᑳᒄ, ᒨᔅ, ᐋᐦᒋᒄ, ᐧᐋᐳᔥ, 
ᔑᑯᔒᔥ, ᐋᐱᑯᔒᔥ, ᒪᐦᐄᑲᓐ, ᐧᐋᐱᔥᑖᓐ, ᓂᒋᒄ, ᒪᐦᒉᔔ, ᐧᐊᒋᔥᒄ 
[atim, amiskw, atihkw, kâkw, nikuchâsh, wâpiskw, chisheyâkw, kâkush, shikâkw, mûs, âhchikw, 
wâpush, shikushîsh, âpikushîsh, mahîkan, wâpishtân, nichikw, mahcheshû, wachishkw] 
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Birds (nouns) 

N 
ᐱᔮᓯᐅᒡ 
 

ᓂᔅᒃ, ᒋᔮᔥᒄ, ᐧᒫᒄ, ᔒᔒᑉ, ᐧᐄᔥᑭᒑᓂᔥ, ᒍᐧᐋᔥᒃ, ᒥᒋᓯᐤ, ᐧᐋᐦᐧᐋᐤ, ᔖᔖᔑᐤ, ᑳᐦᑳᒋᐤ, ᐱᔮᐤ, 
ᐅᐦᐆᒥᓯᐤ, ᒥᔥᑎᑯᐦᔮᐤ, ᐲᐦᐲᐦᒑᐤ 
[nisk, chiyâshkw, mwâkw, shîshîp, wîshkichânish, chuwâshk, michisiu, wâhwâu, shâshâshiu, 
kâhkâchiu, piyâu, uhûmisiu, mishtikuhyâu, pîhpîhchâu] 

S 
ᐱᔦᓲᒡ 
 

ᒋᔮᔥᒄ, ᑳᐦᑳᒎ, ᓂᔅᒃ, ᔐᔐᔔ, ᐱᔦᔒᔥ, ᐧᒫᒄ, ᐧᐁᐦᐧᐁᐤ, ᒥᒋᓲ, ᔒᔒᑉ, ᐱᔦᐤ, ᐲᐦᐲᒉᐤ, 
ᐆᐦᐆᒥᓲ, ᐧᐄᔥᑭᒑᓂᔥ, ᐹᔥᐹᔥᑌᐤ, ᐧᐋᐱᔦᐤ, ᒥᔅᑎᓲ 
[chiyâshkw, kâhkâchû, nisk, shesheshû, piyeshîsh, mwâkw, wehweu, michisû, shîshîp, piyeu, 
pîhpîcheu, ûhûmisû, wîshkichânish, pâshpâshteu, wâpiyeu, mistisû] 

Insects and others (nouns) 

N 
ᒥᓂᑑᔑᒡ 
 

ᐋᒨ, ᒫᒋᔥᑯᒋᔥ, ᐧᑳᐦᐧᑳᐱᓯᐤ, ᒥᓯᓵᐦᒄ, ᐊᒋᓈᐱᒄ, ᐋᔨᒄ, ᐄᔨᒃ, ᑖᐦᑖᐤ, ᓯᒋᒫᐤ, ᒥᓂᑑᔥ, ᐅᒑᐤ 
[âmû, mâchishkuchish, kwâhkwâpisiu, misisâhkw, achinâpikw, âyikw, îyik, tâhtâu, sichimâu, 
minitûsh, uchâu] 

S 
ᒪᓂᒎᔕᒡ 
 

ᐋᒨ, ᐆᒉᐤ, ᒪᓂᒎᔥ, ᐊᔨᒃ, ᑌᐦᑌᐤ, ᓴᒋᒣᐤ, ᒥᔅᒑᒄ, ᒥᔅᓵᒄ, ᐸᐦᐧᑳᒌᔥ, ᒫᒋᔥᑯᒋᔥ, ᒋᓀᐱᒄ, 
ᐧᑳᐦᐧᑳᐱᔒᔥ 
[âmû, ûcheu, manichûsh, ayik, tehteu, sachimeu, mischâkw, missâkw, pahkwâchîsh, 
mâchishkuchish, chinepikw, kwâhkwâpishîsh] 

Kitchen and household (nouns) 

N 
ᐲᐦᑎᑭᒥᐦᒡ ᐋᐦ 
ᐋᐱᑎᐦᒡ ᒑᐧᑳᓐ 
 

ᑏᐧᐹᑦ, ᐹᓂᔅᒋᐦᒄ, ᑖᐦᑎᐱᐧᐃᓐ, ᒦᒋᓲᓈᐦᑎᒄ, ᒨᐦᑯᒫᓐ, ᐋᒥᐦᐧᑳᓐ, ᓲᐳᔮᑭᓐ, ᓂᐹᐧᐃᓐ, 
ᐧᐃᔮᑭᓐ, ᒌᔥᑎᐦᐄᑭᓐ, ᒥᓂᐦᐧᑳᑭᓐ 
[tîpwât, pânischihkw, tâhtipiwin, mîchisûnâhtikw, mûhkumân, âmihkwân, sûpuyâkin, 
nipâwin, wiyâkin, chîshtihîkin, minihkwâkin] 

S 
ᐧᐋᔅᑳᐦᐄᑲᓇᐦᒡ 
ᐋᐸᒋᐦᐅᐧᐃᓐᐦ 
 

ᐧᐃᔮᑲᓐ, ᐧᐁᐸᐦᐄᑲᓐ, ᑏᐧᐹᑦ, ᓲᐳᔮᑲᓐ, ᐁᒥᐦᐧᑳᓐ, ᓂᐯᐧᐃᓐ, ᒧᐦᑯᒫᓐ, ᒦᒋᓱᓈᑎᐦᒄ, 
ᒥᓂᐦᐧᑳᑲᓐ, ᐹᓂᔅᒋᐦᒄ, ᒋᑲᐦᐋᒪᐴᓐ, ᑌᐦᑕᐳᐧᐃᓐ 
[wiyâkan, wepahîkan, tîpwât, sûpuyâkan, emihkwân, nipewin, muhkumân, mîchisunâtihkw, 
minihkwâkan, pânischihkw, chikahâmapûn, tehtapuwin] 
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3. Opposites 

Objective: Test vocabulary knowledge and reading ability (no sound) with pairs of opposite words. 

Beginner to intermediate – Intended for Cree speakers (L1) 

3.1 Antonyms – action verbs 

Vocabulary 

Northern Southern 
ᑎᑯᔑᓐ : ᒫᒌᐤ tikushin : mâchîu ᑕᑯᔑᓐ : ᒫᒌᐤ takushin : mâchîu 
ᒌᔥᐴ : ᔒᐅᑖᐤ chîshpû : shîutâu ᒌᔥᐴ : ᔒᐅᑌᐤ chîshpû : shîuteu 
ᒋᐦᒋᐱᐦᑖᐤ : ᐱᒧᐦᑖᐤ chihchipihtâu : pimuhtâu ᒋᐦᒋᐸᐦᑖᐤ : ᐱᒧᐦᑌᐤ chihchipahtâu : pimuhteu 
ᒌᒧᒋᔨᒥᐤ : ᒋᔣᐙᐤ chîmuchiyimiu : chishwâwâu ᒌᒨᒋᔨᒨ : ᐋᔑᐦᑴᐤ chîmûchiyimû : âshihkweu 
ᓃᐴ : ᐊᐱᐤ nîpû : apiu ᓃᐴ : ᐊᐴ nîpû : apû 
ᐹᐦᐱᐤ : ᒫᑑ pâhpiu : mâtû ᐹᐦᐴ : ᒫᑑ pâhpû : mâtû 
ᐱᓰᐤ : ᒋᔨᐲᐤ pisîu : chiyipîu ᐱᓰᐤ : ᒌᐲᐤ pisîu : chîpîu 
ᓂᐹᐤ : ᐎᓂᔥᑳᐤ nipâu : winishkâu ᓂᐹᐤ : ᐗᓂᔥᑳᐤ nipâu : wanishkâu 

ᐎᔨᐐᐤ : ᐲᐦᒋᒑᐤ wiyiwîu : pîhchichâu ᐐᐐᐤ : ᐲᐦᒉᐤ wîwîu : pîhcheu 

ᑯᔅᐹᐦᑐᐐᐤ : ᓃᔖᐦᑐᐐᐤ kuspâhtuwîu : nîshâhtuwîu 

3.2 Antonyms – descriptions that end with ᐤ 

Vocabulary 

Northern Southern 
ᑎᐱᔅᑳᐤ : ᒌᔑᑳᐤ tipiskâu : chîshikâu ᑎᐱᔅᑳᐤ : ᒌᔑᑳᐤ tipiskâu : chîshikâu 
ᐙᐹᐤ : ᐎᔨᐹᐤ wâpâu : wiyipâu ᐙᐹᐤ : ᐐᐹᐤ wâpâu : wîpâu 
ᔫᔅᑳᐤ : ᒥᔥᑭᐙᐤ yûskâu : mishkiwâu ᔫᔅᑳᐤ : ᒪᔥᑯᐙᐤ yûskâu : mashkuwâu 
ᔖᑭᐙᐤ : ᐃᔨᑭᔥᑳᐤ shâkiwâu : iyikishkâu ᔖᑯᐙᐤ : ᐃᔭᑲᔥᑳᐤ shâkuwâu : iyakashkâu 

ᓵᑭᔅᒋᓈᐤ : ᐱᔑᔑᒀᐤ sâkischinâu : pishishikwâu ᓵᑲᔅᒋᓀᐤ : ᐱᔑᒀᐤ sâkaschineu : pishikwâu 

ᐅᑳᔥᑖᔮᐤ : ᐙᓵᔮᐤ ukâshtâyâu : wâsâyâu ᐅᑳᔥᑌᔮᐤ : ᐙᓭᔮᐤ ukâshteyâu : wâseyâu 

ᑎᐦᒀᐤ : ᒋᓍᐤ tihkwâu : chinwâu ᑕᐦᒀᐤ : ᒋᓍᐤ tahkwâu : chinwâu 

ᑎᐦᑳᐤ : ᒋᔑᑖᐤ tihkâu : chishitâu ᑕᐦᑳᐤ : ᒋᔑᑌᐤ tahkâu : chishiteu 

ᐄᔥᐹᐤ : ᑎᐱᐦᑖᐤ îshpâu : tipihtâu ᐃᔥᐹᐤ : ᑕᐱᐦᑖᐤ ishpâu : tapihtâu 

ᐙᑳᐤ : ᑯᐃᔅᒀᐤ wâkâu : kuiskwâu ᐙᑳᐤ : ᑯᐃᔅᒀᐤ wâkâu : kuiskwâu 
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4. Conversations 

*Currently this module only exists for the Northern dialect 

Objective: Provide exposure to short but realistic/natural conversations between fluent speakers. 

Beginner to intermediate – Intended for second-language learners (L2) 

Topics include greetings and leave-taking, introductions, and asking/answering basic personal questions. 
Optional text translations (in French/English) and translation-based activities are included to assist L2 
learners. 

5. Personal Narratives 

*Currently this module only exists for the Northern dialect 

Objective: Strengthen comprehension skills by listening to personal narratives in Cree, without written 
transcripts or translations. Activities for these lessons consist of written comprehension questions 
(available in English and French). 

Intermediate to advanced – Intended for second-language learners (L2) 

These narratives cover a variety of topics, including family, hunting, cooking, making camp, etc. The 
comprehension activities include both multiple-choice and true/false questions about the contents of 
the spoken narrative. 

6. Pronouns 

Objective: Learn and distinguish between various types of Cree pronouns. 

Beginner – Intended for Cree speakers (L1) or second-language learners (L2) 

Types: emphatic pronouns, indefinite and interrogative pronouns, demonstrative pronouns, focus 
pronouns, etc. 

Here is an example of one of these lessons, contrasting pronouns and particles: 

ᒑᒄ, ᒑᒀᓐ, ᒑᒀᔨᐤ chaakw, chaakwaan, chaakwaayiu (NORTH) 

ᒉᒄ, ᒉᒀᓐ, ᒉᒀᔫ  chekw, chekwaan, chekwaayuu (SOUTH) 

Objective: Master particles and pronoun forms. 

This activity, displayed in syllabics, requires good reading comprehension and grammatical awareness. 
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Examples 

Northern Southern 

ᒑᒀᓐ ᐊᓐ ᐙᐳᔓᒫᐤ᙮ 

ᒑᒀᔨᐤ ᓈᒀᓱᑦ ᐙᐳᔥ᙮   

ᒑᒄ ᐋᐙᓰᔅ ᐙᔑᐦᑖᑦ ᐅᔅᑯᑎᒥᔨᐤ᙮ 

châkwân an wâpushumâu. 

châkwâyiu nâkwâsut wâpush.   

châkw âwâsîs wâshihtât uskutimiyiu.  

ᒉᒀᓐ ᐊᓐ ᐙᐳᔓᒣᐤ᙮  

ᒉᒀᔫ ᓀᒀᓲᑦ ᐙᐳᔥ᙮  

ᒉᒄ ᐊᐌᓰᔅ ᐌᔑᐦᑖᑦ ᐅᔅᑯᑎᒥᔫ᙮ 

chekwân an wâpushumeu.  

chekwâyû nekwâsût wâpush.  

chekw awesîs weshihtât uskutimiyû.  

7. Cree Grammar: Nouns & Verbs, Animate/Inanimate 

Objective: Learn grammar: nouns and verbs, grammatical gender of nouns, gender agreement of nouns 
and verbs. Continue practicing reading syllabics with thematic vocabulary. 

Intermediate to advanced – Intended for Cree speakers (L1) 

These activities are designed to complement advanced literacy courses where grammatical concepts are 
presented. 

A. Nouns and Verbs 

7.1 Is it a verb or a noun? 

Objective: Learn what is a noun ᐄᔑᓂᐦᑳᑖᐧᐃᓐ/ᐃᔑᓂᐦᑳᑌᐧᐃᓐ or a verb ᐃᔨᐦᑎᐧᐃᓐ/ᐃᔨᐦᑑᐧᐃᓐ. 

All words (nouns and verbs) are presented in their dictionary form, e.g. verbs are in the 3rd person 
singular proximate independent neutral. 

Vocabulary 

Northern Southern 
ᐊᑎᒻ atim N ᐊᑎᒻ atim N 
ᐊᐙᔑᔥ awâshish N ᐊᐙᔥ awâsh N 
ᒋᔖᔨᔨᐤ chishâyiyiu N ᒋᔐᐄᔨᔫ chisheîyiyû N 
ᒋᔖᔨᔥᒀᔥ chishâyishkwâsh N ᒋᔐᐃᔥᑴᔥ chisheishkwesh N 

ᐃᔥᒀᔑᔥ ishkwâshish N ᐃᔥᑴᔥ ishkwesh N 
ᐃᔅᒀᐤ iskwâu N ᐃᔅᑴᐤ iskweu N 
ᓈᐹᔑᔥ nâpâshish N ᓈᐯᔥ nâpesh N 
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ᓈᐹᐤ nâpâu N ᓈᐯᐤ nâpeu N 
ᐴᔒ pûshî N ᐴᔒ pûshî N 
ᐊᐱᐤ apiu V ᐊᐴ apû V 
ᐊᔨᒥᐤ ayimiu V ᐊᔨᒨ ayimû V 
ᒫᑑ mâtû V ᒫᑑ mâtû V 
ᒦᒋᓲ mîchisû V ᒦᒋᓲ mîchisû V 
ᓃᒥᐤ nîmiu V ᓃᒨ nîmû V 
ᓂᑭᒨ nikimû V ᓂᑲᒨ nikamû V 

ᓂᐹᐤ nipâu V ᓂᐹᐤ nipâu V 

ᐹᐦᐱᐤ pâhpiu V ᐹᐦᐴ pâhpû V 
ᐹᑖᐤ pâtâu V ᐯᑖᐤ petâu V 
ᑖᑆᐤ tâpwâu V ᑌᐺᐤ tepweu V 

 

7.2 Family and actions – nouns & verbs 

Vocabulary 

Northern Southern 
ᐅᐦᑯᒥᒫᐤ uhkumimâu N ᐅᐦᑯᒥᒫᐤ uhkumimâu N 
ᐅᐦᑯᒥᓯᒫᐤ uhkumisimâu N ᐅᐦᑯᒥᓯᒫᐤ uhkumisimâu N 
ᐅᐦᑖᐐᒫᐤ uhtâwîmâu N ᐅᐦᑖᐐᒫᐤ uhtâwîmâu N 
ᐅᑳᐐᒫᐤ ukâwîmâu N ᐅᑳᐐᒫᐤ ukâwîmâu N 
ᐅᒥᓯᒫᐤ umisimâu N ᐅᒥᓯᒫᐤ umisimâu N 
ᐅᒧᔓᒥᒫᐤ umushumimâu N ᐅᒧᔓᒥᒫᐤ umushumimâu N 

ᐅᔒᒥᒫᐤ ushîmimâu N ᐅᔒᒥᒫᐤ ushîmimâu N 
ᐅᔒᒥᔑᒫᐤ ushîmishimâu N ᐅᔒᒥᔑᒫᐤ ushîmishimâu N 
ᐅᔅᑖᓯᒫᐤ ustâsimâu N ᐅᔅᑌᓯᒫᐤ ustesimâu N 
ᐅᑐᓯᓯᒫᐤ utusisimâu N ᐅᑑᓯᒫᐤ utûsimâu N 
ᐋᔨᔨᒨ âyiyimû V ᐋᐃᒨ âimû V 
ᒀᔥᑯᐦᑎᐤ kwâshkuhtiu V ᒀᔥᑯᐦᑑ kwâshkuhtû V 
ᒫᒫᐱᓲ mâmâpisû V ᒣᒣᐱᓲ memepisû V 
ᒫᑎᐙᐤ mâtiwâu V ᒣᑕᐌᐤ metaweu V 
ᐱᐦᒋᔑᓐ pihchishin V ᐸᐦᒋᔑᓐ pahchishin V 
ᐹᐦᑳᔑᓐ pâhkâshin V ᐸᑳᔑᒨ pakâshimû V 
ᐱᒥᔑᓐ pimishin V ᐱᒥᔑᓐ pimishin V 
ᐱᒧᐦᑖᐤ pimuhtâu V ᐱᒧᐦᑌᐤ pimuhteu V 
ᔒᑭᐦᐆ shîkihû V ᔒᑲᐦᐆ shîkahû V 
ᔔᔓᐎᐦᒀᐤ shûshuwihkwâu V ᔔᔔᐦᑴᐤ shûshûhkweu V 



URL: https://lessons.eastcree.atlas-ling.ca      © 2020 atlas-ling.ca 

 
 
 

16 

7.3 Things and actions – nouns & verbs 

Vocabulary 

Northern Southern 
ᐊᑯᐦᑉ akuhp N ᐊᑯᐦᑉ akuhp N 
ᒌᔥᑎᐦᐄᑭᓐ chîshtihîkin N ᒋᑲᐦᐊᒫᐳᐎᓐ chikahamâpuwin N 
ᒋᐦᑭᐦᐋᒫᐳᓐ chihkihâmâpun N ᐁᒥᐦᒀᓐ emihkwân N 
ᐋᒥᐦᒀᓐ âmihkwân N ᑳᓐᒌ kânchî N 
ᑳᓂᒌ kânichî N ᒪᔅᒋᓯᓐ maschisin N 
ᓰᐹᒋᐱᔨᐎᑯᐦᑉ sîpâchipiyiwikuhp N ᒥᓂᐦᒀᑲᓐ minihkwâkan N 
ᒥᔅᒋᓯᓐ mischisin N ᒨᐦᑯᒫᓐ mûhkumân N 
ᒥᓂᐦᒀᑭᓐ minihkwâkin N ᓂᐹᑲᓐ nipâkan N 
ᒨᐦᑯᒫᓐ mûhkumân N ᓂᐯᐎᓐ nipewin N 
ᓂᐹᑭᓐ nipâkin N ᐸᔨᒌᔅ payichîs N 

ᓂᐹᐎᓐ nipâwin N ᐎᔮᑲᓐ wiyâkan N 
ᐱᔨᒌᔅ piyichîs N ᒣᒣᐱᓲᓐ memepisûn N 
ᐎᔮᑭᓐ wiyâkin N ᒣᑕᐙᑲᓐ metawâkan N 
ᒫᒫᐱᓱᓐ mâmâpisun N ᔒᑲᐦᐆᓐ shîkahûn N 

ᒫᑎᐙᑭᓐ mâtiwâkin N ᔒᔒᑯᓐ shîshîkun N 
ᔒᑭᐦᐅᓐ shîkihun N ᐙᔅᑲᐦᐄᑲᓐ wâskahîkan N 
ᔒᔒᑯᓐ shîshîkun N ᐅᔑᐦᑖᐤ ushihtâu V 
ᐙᔅᑳᐦᐄᑭᓐ wâskâhîkin N ᐊᔨᒥᐦᑖᐤ ayimihtâu V 
ᐅᔑᐦᑖᐤ ushihtâu V ᒥᓂᐦᑴᐤ minihkweu V 
ᐊᔨᒥᐦᑖᐤ ayimihtâu V ᒋᐦᒋᐸᐦᑖᐤ chihchipahtâu V 
ᒥᓂᐦᒀᐤ minihkwâu V ᒀᔥᑴᐸᐃᐦᐆ kwâshkwepaihû V 

ᒋᐦᒋᐱᐦᑖᐤ chihchipihtâu V ᐱᐹᒥᐸᔫ pipâmipayû V 
ᒀᔥᒀᐱᔨᐦᐆ kwâshkwâpiyihû V ᐱᐹᒥᔅᑯᐸᔫ pipâmiskupayû V 
ᐱᐹᒥᐱᔨᐤ pipâmipiyiu V ᔖᑲᒋᐌᐤ shâkachiweu V 
ᐱᐹᒥᔅᑯᐱᔨᐤ pipâmiskupiyiu V  

ᔖᑭᒋᐙᐤ shâkichiwâu V 

 

B. Animate/Inanimate 
 

The lessons below aim to help the student master the concept of grammatical gender of nouns (animate 
vs. inanimate) within particular themes, as well as the agreement of nouns with the appropriate class of 
verb: VAI or VII, and VTA or VTI. References: 

https://www.eastcree.org/cree/en/grammar/northern-dialect/nouns/inflections-gender/  
https://www.eastcree.org/cree/en/grammar/northern-dialect/verbs/cree-verb-classes/  
https://www.eastcree.org/cree/en/grammar/southern-dialect/nouns/inflections-gender/ 
https://www.eastcree.org/cree/en/grammar/southern-dialect/verbs/cree-verb-classes/  
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7.4 VAI or VII? ᐊᑯᐦᐅᐧᐃᓐᐦ Clothing 

Examples 
Northern - ᐹᑖᐦ or ᐹᔑᐤ (pâtâh or pâshiu) Southern - ᐯᑖᐦ or ᐯᔔ (petâh or peshû) 
1. ᐹᑖᐦ ᐊᓐ ᐊᔥᑐᑎᓐ᙮ (pâtâh an ashtutin.) 
2. ᐹᔑᐤ ᐊᓐ ᐊᔅᑎᔅ᙮ (pâshiu an astis.) 

1. ᐯᑖᐦ ᐊᓐ ᐊᔥᑑᑎᓐ᙮ (petâh an ashtûtin.) 
2. ᐯᔔ ᐊᓐ ᐊᔅᑎᔅ᙮ (peshû an astis.) 

7.5 VTA or VTI? ᓂᑑᐦᐆᐋᐱᒋᐦᐆᓐᐦ Traditional tools 

Vocabulary 

Northern ᓂᑑᐦᐆᐋᐱᒋᐦᐆᓐᐦ 
Corresponds with ᑭᓂᐙᐱᐦᑎᒻ [NI] or ᑭᓂᐙᐱᒫᐤ 
[NA] 

Southern 
Corresponds with ᓂᐙᐸᐦᑌᓐ [NI] or ᓂᐙᐸᒫᐤ 
[NA] 

ᐃᐦᐄᐲᐦ ihîpîh NA ᐊᐦᐄᐱᐦᑳᓈᐦᑎᒄ ahîpihkânâhtikw NA 

ᐊᐦᒑᐲᐦ ahchâpîh NA ᐊᐦᐄᐲ ahîpî NA 

ᐊᑭᔅᒄᐦ akiskwh NA ᐊᐦᒑᐲ ahchâpî NA 

ᐊᒀᔅᑯᐹᓐᐦ akwâskupânh NA ᐊᑲᔅᒄᐦ akaskwh NA 

ᐊᐱᐦᑦᐦ apiht-h NA ᐊᒀᔅᑯᐹᓐ akwâskupân NA 

ᐊᓯᓱᔨᐤ asisuyiu NI ᐊᐱᑦ apit NA 

ᔖᐦᒀᐦᐄᑭᓂᔨᐤ shâhkwâhîkiniyiu NI ᐁᔥᑲᓐ eshkan NI 

ᒀᐱᐦᐙᓐᐦ kwâpihwânh NA ᑳᔅᒉᑲᐦᐄᑲᓐ kâschekahîkan NI 

ᓂᐱᒋᑖᐹᓈᔅᒄᐦ nipichitâpânâskwh NA ᑳᔅᒋᐹᑕᐦᐄᑲᓐ kâschipâtahîkan NI 

ᒫᑎᐦᐄᑭᓂᔨᐤ mâtihîkiniyiu NI ᒀᐸᐦᐙᓐ kwâpahwân NA 

ᒨᐦᑯᑖᑭᓂᔨᐤ mûhkutâkiniyiu NI ᓇᐸᒋᐦᑖᐹᓈᔅᒄ napachihtâpânâskw NA 

ᐅᒋᒀᒋᑭᓂᔨᐤ uchikwâchikiniyiu NI ᒫᑕᐦᐄᑲᓐ mâtahîkan NI 

ᐐᔥᑎᔅᒌᔨᐤ wîshtischîyiu NI ᒨᐦᑯᑖᑲᓐ mûhkutâkan NI 

ᐅᑖᒥᐦᐄᑭᓂᔨᐤ utâmihîkiniyiu NI ᔖᐦᑴᐦᐄᑲᓐ shâhkwehîkan NI 

ᐅᑖᐹᓈᔅᒄᐦ utâpânâskwh NA ᐅᒋᒀᒋᑲᓐ uchikwâchikan NI 

ᒌᑭᐦᐄᑭᓂᔨᐤ chîkihîkiniyiu NI ᐅᑯᐹᓐ ukupân NI 

   ᐅᑖᒪᐦᐄᑲᓐ utâmahîkan NI 

ᐅᑖᐹᓈᔅᒄ utâpânâskw NA 

ᐅᓯᑖᔅᒄ usitâskw NI 

7.6 VTA or VTI? ᐱᐹᒧᐧᐃᔨᓱᐧᐋᑭᓐᐦ Transportation 

VTA or VTI 

Northern 
Corresponds with ᓂᐙᐱᐦᑖᓐ [NI] or ᓂᐙᐱᒫᐤ [NA] 

Southern 
Corresponds with ᓂᐙᐸᐦᑌᓐ [NI] or ᓂᐙᐸᒫᐤ [NA] 

ᐊᐳᐃ apui NA ᐊᐳᐃ apui NA 

ᐊᓵᒻ asâm NA ᐊᓵᒻ asâm NA 



URL: https://lessons.eastcree.atlas-ling.ca      © 2020 atlas-ling.ca 

 
 
 

18 

ᒌᒫᓐ chîmân NI ᒌᒫᓐ chîmân NI 

ᑳᑎᐦᑎᐱᔥᑭᐙᑭᓂᐎᑦ kâtihtipishkiwâkiniwit NA ᑎᐦᑎᐱᐌᐳᐦᐆᓱᐙᑲᓐ tihtipiwepuhûsuwâkan NA 

ᑳᐱᐹᒥᐦᔮᒥᑭᐦᒡ kâpipâmihyâmikihch NI ᑳᐱᒥᐦᔮᒪᑲᐦᒡ kâpimihyâmakahch NI 

ᑳᐅᔥᑖᑯᓂᒋᐱᐦᑖᑦ kâushtâkunichipihtât NA ᑳᐅᔅᑎᐦᑖᑯᓂᒋᐸᐦᑖᑦ kâustihtâkunichipahtât NA 

ᑳᐙᐱᑭᑐᔔᐱᔨᒡ kâwâpikitushûpiyich NI ᔔᐌᐦᑲᒎ shûwehkachû NI 

ᐅᑖᐹᓈᔅᒄ utâpânâskw NA ᐅᑖᐹᓐ utâpân NI 

ᐆᑦ ût NI ᐅᑖᐹᓈᔅᒄ utâpânâskw NA 

ᔑᐙᐦᑭᒋᐤ shiwâhkichiu NI ᐆᑦ ût NI 

7.7 VTA or VTI? ᓂᐦᒋᓈᑯᐦ Get dressed! (Northern dialect only) 

Vocabulary 

Northern Southern 
ᐅᑳᓂᒌᒻ ukânichîm NI ᐅᐲᐦᑎᐎᐱᔨᒌᓵᓐᐦ upîhtiwipiyichîsânh NI 

ᐅᒥᔅᒋᓯᓐ umischisin NI ᐅᒋᔥᑐᑎᓐ uchishtutin NA 
ᐅᒨᓱᔮᓂᔅᒋᓯᓐᐦ umûsuyânischisinh NI ᐅᑎᑯᐦᑉ utikuhp NI 
ᐅᒨᓯᔮᓂᔅᑎᔅᐦ umûsiyânistis-h NA ᐅᑖᐱᔥᑳᑭᓐᐦ utâpishkâkinh NI 
ᐅᓂᐹᐅᐱᔨᒌᔅᐦ unipâupiyichîs-h NA ᐅᒑᒋᔖᐹᐎᔅᒋᓯᓐᐦ uchâchishâpâwischisinh NA 
ᐅᓂᐹᐅᔮᓐ unipâuyân NI ᐅᑖᔅᐦ utâs-h NI 
ᐅᐱᒋᐎᔮᓐ upichiwiyân NI ᐅᑎᔅᒡᐦ utisch-h NI 
ᐅᐱᔨᒌᓯᒻᐦ upiyichîsimh NA ᐅᑎᔨᔅᒋᓯᓐᐦ utiyischisinh NA 

ᐅᐹᑎᑯᑎᒻ upâtikutim NI ᐅᐙᐳᔓᔮᓂᔥᑐᑎᓐ uwâpushuyânishtutin NI 
ᐅᐱᔻᔑᑭᓐᐦ upiywâshikinh NI ᐅᐙᐳᔓᔮᓂᑯᐦᑉ uwâpushuyânikuhp NI 
ᐅᐱᐳᓂᔅᒋᓯᓐᐦ upipunischisinh NI ᐅᐙᐳᔓᔮᓂᐱᔨᒌᔅᐦ uwâpushuyânipiyichîs-h NA 
ᐅᐱᐳᓂᐱᔨᒌᔅᐦ upipunipiyichîs-h NA  
ᐅᐲᐦᑎᐎᐱᒋᐎᔮᓈᓐ upîhtiwipichiwiyânân NA 

7.8 VTA or VTI? ᐋᐦ ᐄᔑᑭᒥᐧᑳᓂᐧᐃᒡ Shelters 

Vocabulary 

Northern 
Corresponds with ᑭᓂᐙᐱᐦᑎᒻ [NI] or ᑭᓂᐙᐱᒫᐤ 
[NA] 

Southern 
Corresponds with ᐙᐸᓲ [NA] or ᐙᐹᐤ [NI] 

ᐊᐱᐦᒀᓂᔨᐤ apihkwâniyiu NI ᐊᔅᒌᐅᑲᒥᒄ aschîukamikw NI 

ᐊᐱᔓᔨᐤ apishuyiu NI ᐊᔥᑖᐦᑯᓐ ashtâhkun NA 

ᐊᔅᒋᔨᐤ aschiyiu NI ᒫᐦᑮ mâhkî NI 

ᒌᔅᑖᔅᒀᓂᔨᐤ chîstâskwâniyiu NI ᒪᑐᑎᓵᓂᑲᒥᒄ matutisânikamikw NI 

ᒫᐦᑭᔨᐤ mâhkiyiu NI ᒦᒋᐙᐦᑉ mîchiwâhp NI 

ᒦᑐᔅ mîtus NA ᒥᓵᐦᑎᑯᑲᒥᒄ misâhtikukamikw NI 

ᒦᒋᐙᐦᐱᔨᐤ mîchiwâhpiyiu NI ᒥᔥᑎᒄ mishtikw NA 
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ᒥᓵᐦᑎᑯᑭᒥᑯᔨᐤ misâhtikukimikuyiu NI ᒥᔥᑎᑯᑲᒥᒄ mishtikukamikw NI 

ᒥᔥᑎᑯᑭᒥᑯᔨᐤ mishtikukimikuyiu NI ᐴᔅᒋᓈᐅᑲᒥᒄ pûschinâukamikw NI 

ᒥᐦᑐᑳᓂᔨᐤ mihtukâniyiu NI ᐴᔅᒋᓈᐤ pûschinâu NA 

ᒥᑐᑎᓵᓈᒋᓂᑭᒥᑯᔨᐤ mitutisânâchinikimikuyiu NI ᔖᐳᐦᑐᐙᓐ shâpuhtuwân NI 

ᓂᐱᑳᐦᑎᒄ nipikâhtikw NA ᔖᐦᓂᑏᐅᑲᒥᒄ shâhnitîukamikw NI 

ᐴᔅᒋᓈᐅᑭᒥᑯᔨᐤ pûschinâukimikuyiu NI ᐅᔥᑯᐃᔭᐦᑎᒄ ushkuiyahtikw NA 

ᐴᔅᒋᓈᐤ pûschinâu NA ᐅᑎᐲ utipî NA 

ᔖᐳᐦᑎᐙᓂᔨᐤ shâpuhtiwâniyiu NI ᐙᔅᑳᐦᐄᑲᓐ wâskâhîkan NI 

ᔑᐦᑖᐦᑯᓐ shihtâhkun NA    

ᐎᔥᑯᐃ wishkui NA 

ᐅᑐᔅᐲᔮᐦᑎᑯᔨᐤ utuspîyâhtikuyiu NI 

ᐎᑎᐲ witipî NA 

ᐙᒋᓈᑭᓐ wâchinâkin NA 

ᐙᔅᑳᐦᐄᑭᓂᔨᐤ wâskâhîkiniyiu NI 

8. Reading Texts 

Objective: Discover Cree texts and stories, enrich vocabulary and grammar, and improve reading and 
writing skills. 

Advanced – Intended for Cree speakers (L1) or second-language learners (L2) 

Dictations are well-known exercises for learning orthography, while fill in the blanks are an excellent 
way to evaluate and practice reading. These activities are intended to complement Cree literacy courses.  

The stories presented here come from the following books published by Cree Programs 
(https://www.eastcree.org/cree/en/catalogue/): 

8.1 Story: Is anyone here? 

Audlakiak, Malaya (1988). ᓈᐯᔥ ᑳ ᓈᓂᑕᐧᐋᐸᒫᑦ ᐊᐧᐁᔫᐦ ᒉ ᒣᑕᐧᐁᒫᑦ᙮ Is anyone here? Annie 
Whiskeychan (Ed. Southern dialect). Cree School Board. 

Audlakiak, Malaya (1988). ᓈᐹᔥ ᑳ ᓈᓂᑎᐧᐋᐱᒫᑦ ᐊᐧᐋᔫᐦ ᒑ ᒫᑎᐧᐋᒫᑦ᙮ Is anyone here? Luci Salt (Ed. 
Northern dialect). Cree School Board. 

8.2 Story: Mary gets scared 

Pashagumskum, Marianne (1998). ᐃᔥᐧᑫᔥ ᑳ ᑯᔥᑖᒋᑦ ᐁ ᑲᓂᐧᐁᔨᒫᐅᓲᑦ᙮ Mary gets scared. Ruth Salt, 
Daisy Moar, Emily Cooper, Anna Blacksmith, Patricia Diamond (Eds. Southern dialect). Cree School 
Board. 
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Pashagumskum, Marianne (1998). ᐃᔥᐧᑳᔥ ᑳ ᑯᔥᑖᒋᑦ ᑳ ᑭᓂᐧᐋᔨᒫᐅᓱᐧᐃᑦ᙮ Mary gets scared. Linda 
Visitor, Luci Salt (Eds. Northern dialect). Cree School Board. 

8.3 Story: When the beaver had a round tail 

Gilpin, Rose Dixon (1996). ᐁ ᒌ ᐅᔑᐦᑖᑲᓅᐦᐧᑳᐤᐦ ᐆᔫᐦ ᐅᑎᐹᒋᒧᐧᐃᓂᔥ ᐊᓂᒌ ᑳ ᒋᔅᑯᑕᒫᓱᐧᑖᐤ ᐁ ᐄᔨᔫᔥᑌᔨᒡ ᐊᓂᑌᐦ 
ᐄᔅᒣᐃᓐ᙮ ᓂᔮᔨᓐᐦ ᑎᐹᒋᒧᐧᐃᓂᔥᐦ, ᒋᔐᔮᒄ, ᐱᔔ, ᓂᒋᒄ ᑲᔦᐦ ᔑᑳᒄ᙮ ᐁᐅᒄ ᒫᒃ ᐆ ᐯᔭᒄ ᑎᐹᒋᒧᐧᐃᓂᔥ ᐧᐁᔥᑲᒡ ᐁᔥᒄ ᐁᒌ ᐧᐋᐧᐃᔦᔮᐦᒡ 
ᐊᒥᔅᒄ ᐅᓱᐃ᙮ When the beaver had a round tail. Ruth Salt, Daisy Moar (Eds. Southern dialect). Cree School 
Board. 

Gilpin, Rose Dixon (1999). ᐋ ᒌ ᐅᔑᐦᑖᑭᓄᐧᐃᒡ ᐅᐦᐄ ᐅᑎᐹᒋᒧᐧᐃᓂᔥ ᐊᓂᒌ ᑳ ᒋᔅᑯᑎᒫᓱᐧᐃᒡ ᐋ ᐄᔨᔨᐅᔥᑖᔨᒡ ᐊᓂᑖᐦ 
ᐄᔅᒣᐃᓐ᙮ ᓂᔮᔨᓐᐦ ᑎᐹᒋᒧᐧᐃᓂᔥᐦ, ᒋᔖᔮᒄ, ᐱᔑᐤ, ᓂᒋᒄ ᑭᔮᐦ ᔑᑳᒄ᙮ ᐋᐅᒄ ᒫᒃ ᐆ ᐹᔨᒄ ᑎᐹᒋᒧᐧᐃᓂᔥ ᐧᐁᔥᑲᒡ ᐁᔥᒄ ᐁᒌ ᐧᐋᐧᐃᔦᔮᐦᒡ 
ᐊᒥᔅᒄ ᐅᓱᐃ᙮ When the beaver had a round tail. Linda Visitor, Luci Salt (Eds. Northern dialect). Cree School 
Board. 

9. Conjugating Verbs 

*Currently these modules only exist for the Northern dialect 

General Objective: Learn to conjugate (Northern) East Cree verbs. 

This section refers to a whole series of modules, ranging from beginner to advanced, and focuses on 
different verb classes (VII, VAI, VTI, VTA), stems, and different grammatical modes (independent, 
conjunct, imperative). 

Because Cree verb inflections are so rich, the progression is based on and sequenced by grammatical 
person (1,2,3,4,1p,21p,2p,3p,0,0’,0p,0’p, etc.) including number and obviation. The most common 
moods and tenses are presented first. 
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V. Software and Activity Types 

 

Evaluation 
Performance is evaluated based on precision and/or speed. 

 

Scoring 
Results are displayed as follows:  

 

The score (35/35 in the illustration above) reflects the number of correct answers and the time (29.283s 
above) indicates how quickly the student was able to complete the activity. Both accuracy and speed 
determine the student’s overall result. 

For example, to reach the gold level, the student must get 100% accuracy and complete the activity 
within a predetermined amount of time (for example, in 25 seconds or less). 

For some activities, scoring is only based on time because 100% accuracy may not be possible (e.g., in 
the Word Memory Matching activity). 

 

User Interaction 
For accessibility reasons, many of the activities must be completed using “click and click” rather than 
“drag and drop”. 
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Dialect 
Upon entering the site for the first time, users are prompted to choose a dialect. A map and brief 
description of each dialect is provided to help users make an informed choice: 

 

For those who register (as opposed to remaining an anonymous/guest user), this is saved to their profile 
as the preferred (default) dialect. To change the default dialect: 

1. Make sure you are signed in 
2. Navigate to the main Modules page 
3. Click ‘Dialect’ in the top left navigation bar 
4. Choose a new dialect; it will be saved to your profile as the new default 

 

However, within a lesson or activity, users can temporarily switch between dialects by simply clicking 
‘Dialect’ in the left-hand side of the navigation bar: 
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Modules, Lessons and Activities 
A Module is a thematic or grammatical grouping of one or more Lesson(s). To facilitate user navigation, 
modules are tagged with different labels, including first-language (L1) or second-language (L2) target 
audiences; beginner, intermediate, or advanced skill levels; and specific verb classes (VAI, VII, VTI, VTA). 
When users select a tag, the interface displays the module(s) that match their selection – for example, in 
the image below, the tag ‘Beginner’ has been selected. It is highlighted in green and the corresponding 
subset (21 modules) is displayed: 

 

 

A Lesson contains language content for the user to study (such as vocabulary items, a story, a dialogue, 
a link to an explanation of a grammatical concept, etc.), as well as a series of Activities related to that 
content. Both lessons and activities contain multimedia including text, sound files and/or images. 
Practice and repetition of the activities allow learners to improve their language proficiency and 
confidence. 
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Activity Types 
The software currently includes 16 types of activities and over 50 sub-types, according to the settings of 
the parameters. For example, for Recognize New Words activities, the learner can be exposed to words 
in the current lesson only or to words in preceding lessons as well. 

 

Here are the 16 types that appear on the right-hand side of the navigation bar. 

• Categorization 
• Choose 
• Crossword 
• Drawing syllabics 
• Fill in the blanks 
• Matching 
• Memory game 
• Missing syllabic(s) 
• Missing words dictation 
• Questions 
• Repeat and record 
• Sentence dictation 
• Spelling 
• Word dictation 
• Word pairs 
• Word search 
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Available Activity Types with Examples 

[Categorization] VTA or VTI? ᐱᐹᒧᐧᐃᔨᓱᐧᐋᑭᓐᐦ Transportation 

 

[Categorization] Things and Actions - Nouns & Verbs 

 

 

The goal of this activity is to select the grammatical class corresponding to the word displayed above by 
clicking on the correct box. 
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[Choose] Recognize New Words  

 

 

 

And after clicking the ‘Show Roman’ button: 

 

 

In this activity, students learn to match audio recordings with written words. At any time, a student can 
click “Replay” to hear the word pronounced again. 
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[Choose] Recognize All Syllabics  

 

 

And after clicking the ‘Show Roman’ button: 

 

In this activity, the student listens to the syllabic being pronounced and then clicks on the box containing 
the corresponding syllabic. At any time, the student can click “Replay” to hear the syllabic again. 

This is more challenging than Recognize New Syllabics, because it includes syllabics from previous 
lessons. 
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[Choose] Recognize New Word Translations 

 

 
 
 
In this activity, the student listens to the Cree word being pronounced and then clicks on the box 
containing the corresponding English (or French) translation. At any time, the student can click “Replay” 
to hear the word again. 

Note: translation-based activities are particularly useful for second-language (L2) learners in the context 
of independent learning (as opposed to an immersion context).  
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[Crossword] Crossword Puzzle (syllabics) 

 

 

 

The objective of this activity is to complete the puzzle by filling in the correct words. The student clicks 
an empty box in the crossword to reveal the corresponding image or images (in the case of two 
intersecting words). Double-clicking on any square will play the associated sound file. The student 
continues by clicking on the syllabics and intended blank squares in order to spell each word until all 
boxes have been filled. 
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[Drawing syllabics] Drawing Syllabics  

 

 

 

The objective of this activity is to learn how to write syllabics. The student is asked to take a piece of 
paper and a pencil and to draw the syllabics as illustrated. 
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[Fill in the blanks] Fill in the Blanks: Choose the Correct Word (Is anyone here?) 

 

 

 

In this type of exercise, the student completes the sentences in a text one sentence at a time, by 
choosing the appropriate words from a set of options. To complete the sentence, the student clicks a 
word and then clicks the corresponding blank box in the sentence (or vice versa). 

Note: there is a ‘Show Roman’ button available for those who want it. 
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[Matching] Match Words to Images (syllabics) 

 

[Matching] Match Words to Images (roman) 

 

The objective of this activity is to match words to their corresponding images by clicking on them. The 
student can either click the word and then the image, or vice versa.  
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[Matching] Match Written Translations (roman) 

 

[Matching] Match Written Translations (syllabics) 

 

The objective of these activities is to match the Cree words with their corresponding English (or French) 
translations. The student can either click the Cree word and then the translation, or vice versa. 

Note: translation-based activities are particularly useful for second-language (L2) learners.  
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[Memory game] Syllabic Memory Matching (small) 

 

In this memory game, a player clicks on blank tiles to uncover syllabics and find 10 pairs of matching 
syllabics.  

 

[Memory game] Word Memory Matching (syllabics) 

 

In this memory game, a player clicks on blank tiles to uncover words and find 10 pairs of matching 
words.  
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[Missing syllabic(s)] Missing Syllabic  

 

[Missing syllabic(s)] Missing Letter(s) (for L2 learners)  

 

The objective of this type of activity is to complete the word by clicking on the missing syllabic or letter 
and then on the corresponding empty box (or vice versa). Each word is only missing one item. 
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[Missing syllabic(s)] Missing Syllabics  

 

[Missing syllabic(s)] Missing Letters (for L2 learners)  

 

 

This type of activity is a variant of the preceding one (Missing Syllabic and the corresponding Missing 
Letter(s) (for L2 learners)); here, words are missing more than one item. Roman letters are displayed as 
corresponding to syllabic characters (e.g. pii represents ᐲ, etc.). The student selects a syllabic or letter(s) 
by clicking it and then clicks the corresponding empty box (or vice versa) to complete the word.  
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[Missing syllabic(s)] Scrambled Words (syllabics) 

 

[Missing syllabic(s)] Scrambled Words (roman)  

 
 

The objective of these activities is to unscramble the word represented by the image above by placing 
each syllabic or letter(s) in the correct order. The student selects a syllabic or letter(s) and then clicks the 
corresponding empty box (or vice versa). This process is repeated until the student completes the word 
correctly.  
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[Missing syllabic(s)] Many Missing Syllabics  

 

 

 

In this type of activity, the student clicks a syllabic and then clicks the corresponding empty box (or vice 
versa). This process is repeated until the student has correctly completed the word. 

Note: This is more challenging than other ‘missing’ activities such as Missing Syllabics, because it 
includes syllabics from previous lessons. 
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[Missing words dictation] Missing Words Dictation (syllabics) (Is anyone here?) 

 

 

 

The objective of this type of exercise is to listen to the sound file and then to complete the sentence by 
typing the missing words into the corresponding boxes. Words can be typed directly in syllabics, or 
typed in roman and the interface will automatically convert it to syllabics. The student then clicks the 
check mark to verify the answer, at which point an arrow appears. If the word is spelled correctly, the 
timer is paused; if not, the timer continues. To move on to the next word, the student clicks the arrow. 
At any time, the student can click the play button to hear the word again.  
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[Questions] Comprehension Questions: ENGLISH / FRENCH 

 

 

 

The objective of this type of exercise is primarily for second-language (L2) learners to test their listening 
comprehension of a short audio clip. Questions are presented in both multiple-choice and True/False 
formats; students indicate their answer by clicking on it. 

*Note: in this version of the activity, questions are written in English to ensure that students are being 
evaluated on their listening comprehension alone, rather than a combination of their listening and 
reading comprehension. That is, if the questions were written in Cree syllabics and they did not fully 
understand (reading comprehension), they may select the wrong answer despite having correctly 
understood the Cree audio (listening comprehension). Questions can also be written in French for 
francophone learners. This approach is informed by best practices in second language testing and 
assessment. 
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[Repeat and record] Repeat and Record (for L2 learners) 

 

 

 

The objective of this type of exercise is primarily for second-language learners (L2) to practise their 
pronunciation. On the left is audio of a fluent speaker saying the word or sentence (chiyaashkw in the 
example above), which students can play repeatedly, along with the turtle button for playback at a 
slower speed. On the right, students record their own pronunciation of the same word, which they can 
play back and re-record repeatedly while comparing it to the original recording. They can also compare 
the visual waveforms of the two audio files. Note that this tool is intended for self-evaluation only; no 
score is given, as there is no way to provide customized evaluation or feedback. 

*In order for the software to work, users are prompted to grant access to their computer’s microphone. 
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[Sentence dictation] Sentence Dictation (roman) 

 

 

 

The objective of this type of exercise is to listen to a sound file and then type the sentence into the box. 
The student then clicks the check mark to verify the answer, at which point an arrow appears. If the 
word is spelled correctly, the timer is paused; if not, the timer continues. To move on to the next word, 
the student clicks the arrow. At any time, the student can press the play button to hear the word again. 
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[Spelling] Spelling (syllabics) 

 

 

 

In this type of activity, the student types the word represented by the image. If the word is spelled 
correctly, the timer is paused; if not, the timer continues. To move on to the next word, the student 
clicks the arrow. 
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[Word dictation] Dictation (syllabics)  

 

 

 

After listening to a recording of a word, the student types the word into the box and then clicks the 
check mark to verify the answer, at which point an arrow appears. If the word is spelled correctly, the 
timer is paused; if not, the timer continues. To move on to the next word, the student clicks the arrow. 
At any time, the student can click “Replay” to hear the word again. 
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[Word pairs] Antonyms - Action Verbs  

 

 

 

The objective of this type of activity is to associate pairs of words by clicking on the correct boxes.  
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[Word search] Word Search (small) (syllabics) 

 

 

 

The objective of this type of activity is to find all the words pictured under the word search. The word 
can be written from top to bottom, left to right, or diagonally. To select a word, the student clicks the 
first syllabic of the word and then the final syllabic. If correct, the word will appear highlighted in a 
particular colour. If incorrect, the word will flash red and the student tries again until all words are 
found. The student can also click on each image to hear the word pronounced. 
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VI. Signing in to Track Scores 
 

Learners are presented with two options when visiting the website: 1) Proceed as a guest; or 2) Sign 
up/Sign in.  

To sign in, users have the choice of: 

1) creating an account, 2) using their Facebook account; or 3) using their Google (Gmail) account. 

 

To log in with Facebook, click  and follow the prompts.  

To log in with Gmail, click  and follow the prompts. 

To create an account, click  and then fill out the following form: 
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Learners who choose to log in each time they use the site will be able to track which activities they have 
completed, including their personal best scores, and will be able to compare their results to the highest 
scores achieved for each activity. 

A check mark (together with a percentage and time) indicates that an activity has been completed by 
the learner. A gold star means that the learner has achieved 100% and a gold cup indicates that the 
learner has achieved the top score among all users.  
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APPENDIX A: Northern and Southern Syllabic Charts – syllabics 
introduced in lessons 

Northern Dialect Syllabic Chart – Eastern James Bay Cree  

 

ᐁ 
 

ᐃ 6 ᐄ 6 ᐅ 7 ᐆ 7 ᐊ 7 ᐋ 1  ᐤ 9 ᐦ 9 
 e i ii u uu  a aa  u h 

ᐧᐁ ᐧᐃ 3 ᐧᐄ 5 ᐧᐅ ᐧᐆ ᐧᐊ ᐧᐋ 2    
we wi wii wu wuu wa waa 

ᐯ ᐧᐯ ᐱ 4 ᐲ 1 ᐳ 3 ᐴ 2 ᐸ ᐹ 1 ᐧᐹ 7 ᑉ 9 
 pe pwe pi pii pu puu pa paa pwaa p  

ᑌ ᐧᑌ ᑎ 3 ᑏ 6 ᑐ ᑑ 3 ᑕ ᑖ 5 ᐧᑖ 6 ᑦ 9 
te twe ti tii tu tuu ta taa twaa t  

ᑫ ᐧᑫ ᑭ 4 ᑮ 8 ᑯ 7 ᑰ 4 ᑲ ᑳ 6 ᐧᑳ 7 ᒃ 9 ᒄ 10 
ke kwe ki kii ku kuu ka kaa kwaa k kw 

ᒉ ᐧᒉ ᒋ 2 ᒌ 5 ᒍ 9 ᒎ 9 ᒐ ᒑ 8 ᐧᒑ 8 ᒡ 9 

 

che chwe  chi chii chu chuu cha chaa chwaa ch 

ᒣ ᐧᒣ ᒥ ᒦ 5 ᒧ 3 ᒨ 2 ᒪ ᒫ 2 ᐧᒫ 7 ᒻ 10 
me mwe mi mii  mu muu ma maa mwaa m 

ᓀ ᐧᓀ ᓂ 6 ᓃ 5 ᓄ 7 ᓅ 5 ᓇ ᓈ 6 ᐧᓈ 8 ᓐ 9 
ne nwe ni nii nu nuu na naa nwaa n 

ᓓ ᐧᓓ ᓕ ᓖ ᓗ ᓘ ᓚ ᓛ ᐧᓛ ᓪ 
le  lwe li lii lu luu la laa lwaa l 

ᓭ ᐧᓭ ᓯ 5 ᓰ 1 ᓱ 8 ᓲ 6 ᓴ ᓵ 4 ᐧᓵ 8 ᔅ 10 
se swe si sii su suu sa saa swaa s 

ᔐ ᐧᔐ ᔑ 6 ᔒ 1 ᔓ 7 ᔔ 6 ᔕ ᔖ 5 ᐧᔖ 8 ᔥ 10 
she shwe shi shii shu shuu sha shaa shwaa sh 

ᔦ ᐧᔦ ᔨ 8 ᔩ 9 ᔪ 8 ᔫ 5 ᔭ ᔮ 4 ᐧᔮ 8 ᔾ 
ye ywe yi yii yu yuu ya yaa ywaa y 

ᕃ ᐧᕃ ᕆ ᕇ ᕈ ᕉ ᕋ ᕌ ᐧᕌ ᕐ 
re  rwe ri rii ru ruu ra raa rwaa r 

ᕓ ᐧᕓ ᕕ ᕖ ᕗ ᕘ ᕙ ᕚ ᐧᕚ ᕝ 
ve vwe vi vii vu vuu va vaa vwaa v, f, 

ph ᕞ ᐧᕞ ᕠ ᕢ ᕤ ᕥ ᕦ ᕧ ᐧᕧ ᕪ 
the thwe thi thii thu thuu tha thaa thwaa th 

 

*The superscript numbers indicate the number of the Lesson for which the syllabic character is 
introduced. 
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Southern Dialect Syllabic Chart – Eastern James Bay Cree 

 

ᐁ 4 

 

ᐃ 8 ᐄ 6 ᐅ 7 ᐆ 8 ᐊ 7 ᐋ 1  ᐤ 9 ᐦ 9 

 e i ii u uu  a aa u h 

ᐧᐁ 5 ᐧᐃ 3 ᐧᐄ 5 ᐧᐅ ᐧᐆ ᐧᐊ 6 ᐧᐋ 2    
we wi wii wu wuu wa waa  

ᐯ 4 ᐧᐯ 12 ᐱ 4 ᐲ 1 ᐳ 3 ᐴ 2 ᐸ ᐹ 1 ᐧᐹ 7 ᑉ 9 

 pe pwe pi pii pu puu pa paa pwaa p 

ᑌ 4 ᐧᑌ 12 ᑎ 3 ᑏ 6 ᑐ 8 ᑑ 3 ᑕ 11 ᑖ 5 ᐧᑖ 6 ᑦ 9 
te twe ti tii tu tuu ta taa twaa t 

ᑫ ᐧᑫ 12 ᑭ ᑮ 11 ᑯ 7 ᑰ 4 ᑲ 4 ᑳ 8 ᐧᑳ 7 ᒃ 9 ᒄ 10 
ke kwe ki kii ku kuu ka kaa kwaa k kw 

ᒉ 4 ᐧᒉ ᒋ 2 ᒌ 5 ᒍ 12 ᒎ 5 ᒐ ᒑ ᐧᒑ 12 ᒡ 9 

 

che chwe  chi chii chu chuu cha chaa chwaa ch 

ᒣ ᐧᒣ 12 ᒥ 8 ᒦ 5 ᒧ 3 ᒨ 2 ᒪ 6 ᒫ 2 ᐧᒫ 11 ᒻ 10 
me mwe mi mii  mu muu ma maa mwaa m 

ᓀ 8 ᐧᓀ ᓂ 4 ᓃ 5 ᓄ 8 ᓅ 5 ᓇ ᓈ 6 ᐧᓈ 11 ᓐ 9 
ne nwe ni nii nu nuu na naa nwaa n 

ᓓ ᐧᓓ ᓕ ᓖ ᓗ ᓘ ᓚ ᓛ ᐧᓛ ᓪ 
le  lwe li lii lu luu la laa lwaa l 

ᓭ 8 ᐧᓭ 12 ᓯ ᓰ 1 ᓱ 11 ᓲ 6 ᓴ ᓵ 4 ᐧᓵ ᔅ 10 
se swe si sii su suu sa saa swaa s 

ᔐ 8 ᐧᔐ 12 ᔑ 6 ᔒ 1 ᔓ 11 ᔔ 6 ᔕ 11 ᔖ 5 ᐧᔖ 12 ᔥ 10 
she shwe shi shii shu shuu sha shaa shwaa sh 

ᔦ 4 ᐧᔦ ᔨ 12 ᔩ ᔪ 11 ᔫ 5 ᔭ 8 ᔮ 4 ᐧᔮ ᔾ 
ye ywe yi yii yu yuu ya yaa ywaa y 

ᕃ ᐧᕃ ᕆ ᕇ ᕈ ᕉ ᕋ ᕌ ᐧᕌ ᕐ 
re  rwe ri rii ru ruu ra raa rwaa r 

ᕓ ᐧᕓ ᕕ ᕖ ᕗ ᕘ ᕙ ᕚ ᐧᕚ ᕝ 
ve vwe vi vii vu vuu va vaa vwaa v, f, ph 

ᕞ ᐧᕞ ᕠ ᕢ ᕤ ᕥ ᕦ ᕧ ᐧᕧ ᕪ 
the thwe thi thii thu thuu tha thaa thwaa th 

 

*The superscript numbers indicate the number of the Lesson for which the syllabic character is 
introduced. 

 


